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P SALM 46

God is our refuge 
and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not 
we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and 
though the mountains 
be carried into the 
midst of the sea. 

Be still, and know  
that I am God:  
The Lord of hosts is 
with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge.



To all Friends of Carey:

We were working on the annual President’s Report, which recognizes our faithful 
supporters for the year 2016, when our world was turned upside down by the EF3 
tornado’s direct hit on our campus on the morning of January 21. I was following 
the weather alerts at home around 3:30 a.m., and a while later I received a call 
telling me that the campus had been hit. My wife and I arrived a little before 
sunup to find the entire campus in a state of destruction. My first concern was for 
our students, and I learned that they were all in one of the medical school buildings 
which had not been destroyed. Upon going to them, I was overjoyed to learn that 
there had been no loss of life. Seven students had minor to serious injuries, but none 
that were life threatening. Even in a disaster there is reason to praise God.

One never knows what thoughts and emotions will go through his mind in a 
situation like this. After ensuring the students were safe and surveying the campus 
as best I could in the rubble, I got a cup of coffee and sat down and remembered 
the first time I set foot on the campus, more than five decades ago. The emotion 

was a mixture of pride and devotion, pride for how far my alma mater has come during that time, and devotion to an 
institution steeped in its commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ and His way of life. I also thought of the first time I set 
eyes on my wife, a student at Carey, and all the lifelong friends from that era. I remembered from our history all the 
struggles and hardships that Carey has overcome, and she still stands stalwart in her mission to train not only ministers, 
missionaries, church musicians, and teachers; but also businessmen and lay workers who are the salt of our society. We 
can now add to the list above doctors, nurses, physical therapists and soon pharmacists. I will confess to you that I turned 
my face away so others would not see the tears that flowed down my cheeks and joined the droplets of rain from the night 
before. So many lives are intertwined with this school in ways that almost breathe life into it.

As I turned my eyes and again surveyed the destruction, I wondered whether we would recover, then I saw the students with 
smiles on their faces and determination in their countenances and had no doubt that we will come back strong. Our staff 
worked to place the students in safe places and assured them that they could complete this term of study. As I write, we are in 
the last few days of registration for the spring trimester, and it is astounding that our students have remained loyal. 

Letters
Careyfrom

2  |    C A R E Y  M A G A Z I N E



Even with the campus closed and 
no advisors available for face-to-face 
meetings, our registration for the spring 
trimester remains strong. Students moved 
back into the dorms February 19, and 
classes began February 20. During this 
time, our athletic teams have achieved 
win after win and are nationally 

ranked. Members of the forensics team were given the choice whether to compete or not; they chose to compete and won the USM 
invitational. BSU students are in Argentina on a mission trip, and athletes helped neighborhood residents with cleanup and repairs.

I hesitate to single out anyone for their hard work during this time of recovery for fear of leaving deserving people out, but I have 
to commend the leadership team, disaster response team, residential staff, facilities and housing personnel and administrative 
staff who have put in countless 12 and 15 hour days, including Saturday and Sunday. The support of our alumni, friends and 
the Hattiesburg community has been astounding. We have received support from as far away as China and Japan, but mostly 
from close to home. I must single out Chuck Scianna, a USM graduate, who was the first person to step forward with a major 
gift of $200,000. Belmont University in Nashville sent a check for $100,000 within days of the tragedy. Hundreds of you have 
given smaller amounts which, taken together, represent a huge donation to help our students and Carey recover. A supplement to 
this President’s Report will be sent in early summer, and all who have given will be listed.

Nearly 800 students escaped with only the items they could carry in their hands, and they need help to replace laptops, textbooks, 
clothes, educational devices, and automobiles – yes, more than 116 student automobiles were totally destroyed or seriously 
damaged. Many students only had liability insurance, so they will receive no insurance help to replace their automobiles. They need 
transportation to get to work and classes. Two funds have been set up to assist with relief efforts (www.wmcarey.edu/advancement). 
The Student Tornado Relief Fund will assist students with these needs. A separate disaster recovery fund has been established to help 
Carey replace items which our insurance will not cover. These uninsured losses will amount to several million dollars.

In the midst of the destruction on campus, 
the daffodils and Japanese Magnolias 
sprang forth with new life. We take this as 
a reminder of the inexorable flow of time 
and God’s promise that the future will 
bloom again for William Carey University.

Continued on page 4
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The future is always before us, and Carey’s future is as bright as the promises of God. Guided by the 
motto of William Carey, we will “expect great things from God and attempt great things for God.” What 
does the future look like for Carey? With the total destruction of six buildings, the Hattiesburg campus 
will take on a new look. We will try to preserve as much of the character of the campus as we can while 
modernizing and adapting the new buildings to present and future needs. So many of you have made 
positive comments about the beauty of the campus in recent years. While most of the trees that were 
planted after Hurricane Katrina no longer stand, we will replant trees once again to preserve and 
enhance campus beauty for students and alumni in years to come.

Looking to the future, we will need to undergird the academic programs and preserve the reputation that we 
have gained from national recognitions and rankings. Academic programs that no longer serve the needs of 
students or our society will need to be eliminated in favor of new programs that are relevant and sustainable. 
Delivery methods will also have to be scrutinized to assure that we can attract students of the future.

The future of Carey will be shaped by its vision and mission statement. The vision of William Carey 
University is to be “a community of learners which seeks to blend faith and learning with living. Within 
this unique nurturing and challenging environment, students prepare to fulfill their diverse callings in 
the larger global community.” The William Carey student is guided by “reverence for God, respect for self 
and regard for others.” The Carey Mission Statement reads: “As a Christian university which embraces 
its Baptist heritage and namesake, William Carey University provides quality educational programs, 
within a caring Christian academic community, which challenge the individual student to excel in 
scholarship, leadership and service in a diverse global society.” We will continue to expect all employees 
to embrace this mission and will attempt to instill it in all of our students. This mission statement is 
intended to be inclusive of all who wish to study in an environment such as this. Diversity enriches this 
learning environment. The bedrock upon which we build is fidelity to God’s Word.

There are so many ways that you can support us. Your prayers are coveted. You can exhibit pride in 
your alma mater. Remember, your degree is only as valuable as the reputation of the institution which 
granted it, so when you speak a good word about Carey you are enhancing the value of your degree. You 
can encourage quality young people within your family or circle of friends to consider attending Carey. 
Call our admissions office and provide their name so we can send them information about Carey. Your 
financial support is needed. Remember, a large number of small gifts make a big gift.

God bless you.

Tommy King, ‘64  
President

Letters  from Carey
Continued from page 3
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William Carey University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
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Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about 
the accreditation of William Carey University.
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DURING THE CLEANUP PROCESS AFTER 

THE EF-3 TORNADO, RICK WILEMON, 

DOCTORAL STUDENT AND ADJUNCT 

ART INSTRUCTOR, WENT INTO BASS 

MEMORIAL CHAPEL.
 “As I walked in the front of the chapel, 

I looked straight up the aisle,” he said. “And 
I could see the large stained glass window 
was missing.”

He noticed the large Bible sitting 
undisturbed on the table.

“That Bible withstood the storm, and 
it reminds us that God is our constant 
companion,” Wilemon said. 

The Bible was open to Psalm 46, which 
reads in part: 

God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.

Therefore will not we fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea.

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be 
exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted 
in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge. 

The story of the chapel Bible has become 
a touchstone of comfort and strength for the 
Carey family. Several media outlets picked 
up the story, including CBN and CNN, 
giving national coverage to our complete 
confidence and trust that God is with us, 
even in the midst of terrible storms. We can 
say, “We are Carey Strong” because of the 
truth in Psalm 46. 

Bible Left Intact
Amid Campus Destruction

“That Bible  
withstood the  
storm, and it  

reminds us that  
God is our  
constant  

companion” 
Rick Wilemon
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By Kaitlyn Watkins, former Carey Scholar, in 
The Student Printz, the official newspaper of The 
University of Southern Mississippi. Reprinted 
with permission.

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY, THE 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI’S 

SISTER SCHOOL, WAS DEVASTATED 

IN THE TORNADO THAT STRUCK 

ON JANUARY 21. LATER THAT SAME 

MORNING, USM PRESIDENT RODNEY 

BENNETT TOURED CAREY’S CAMPUS 

AND OFFERED USM RESOURCES TO 

DISPLACED STUDENTS.
303 William Carey international and out-

of-state students were being housed in nine 
residence halls on the USM campus.

WCU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine 
and the physical therapy program are 
continuing their classes on USM’s campus. 
Carey students were also granted access to 
the Payne Center, the game rooms in R.C. 
Cook Student Union and library resources. 
Furthermore, student-athletes are using 
Southern Miss facilities for sports teams to 
practice in until Carey can recover.

The Southern Miss Baptist Student Union 
extended an offer to Carey students to attend 
worship night and free lunch in the week 
after the tornado. Many students used faith 
to support one another after their storm-

related experiences. Psalm 46:1 has become 
a rallying cry for the Carey community after 
an undisturbed Bible in Bass Chapel was 
found open to the passage, “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.”

Concerned professors checked on their 
students’ safety immediately following 
the storm, posting on discussion boards. 
However, even in the midst of the 
destruction on campus, William Carey 
students have maintained their sense of 
humor and their friendships. Jennifer Walker, 
a music therapy major, coined the hashtag 
#SadersAgainstNaders to embody some of 
the resilient William Carey spirit.

WCU student Xandra Phillips posted 
to her blog how she felt on Jan. 21. “I am 
thankful,” she said. “I am thankful because 
I am okay. I am thankful because my friends 
are alive. I am thankful because I attend a 
school where the faculty and staff have been 
there since the very first moments, protecting 
us, loving us, praying for us and fighting for 
us.”

“That’s the great thing about 
Hattiesburg,” said Dr. Tommy King. “They 
come to anyone’s aid when they’re needed, 
and we’ve found that true again.”

USM President Rodney Bennett released 
a statement about the efforts to help WCU 
after the storm.

“Let me be clear that USM is not seeking 

to establish new avenues for William Carey 
students to transfer,” he said. “Instead, we 
are committed to doing all that we can to 
provide the resources their students need 
while preserving their experience and 
identity as William Carey students as much 
as possible.”

Bennett expressed his pride and 
appreciation for being a part of a university 
and community that showed resilience 
during the hardship. “Let’s get to work,” he 
said.

“...we are committed to doing all that we can to provide the 
resources their students need while preserving their experience 
and identity as William Carey students as much as possible.”

Rodney Bennett, USM President

USM  Welcomes WCU

Carey students study at Cook Library 
on USM’s campus. USM housed 303 
Carey students in the weeks immediately 
following the EF3 tornado that struck the 
campus on January 21.
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THE USM NURSING DEPARTMENT 

MOVED OUT OF HARKINS HALL IN 

DECEMBER INTO THEIR NEW BUILDING, 

ASBURY HALL. ABOUT ONE MONTH 

LATER, MORE THAN 200 COLLEGE OF 

OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE STUDENTS AND 

ABOUT 60 FACULTY AND STAFF MOVED 

INTO THE RECENTLY VACATED SPACE.

Dr. James Turner, dean of the COM, met 
with Dr. Rodney Bennett, USM’s president, 
just hours after the EF3 tornado destroyed 
the anatomy wing of the COM. Thanks to 
the dedicated work of USM personnel, 
Carey students, Camp Shelby volunteers 
and Service Pro workers, classes began in 
Harkins Hall on January 30, nine short days 
after the storm. 

"We about wore everybody out getting 
moved that quickly, but USM was so 
accommodating," Turner said. "It was like a 
family member took us in.”

Thanks to USM, the college has been 
able to keep the students on schedule to 
graduate.

"We only missed two days of class," 
Dean Turner said. "It was really important 
we not get our timing off — the students 
(need to) graduate on time and take their 
board exams on time so they stay in time 
with the rest of the country. Letting them get 
off schedule would have played havoc with 
their careers."

Carey plans to use available space in 
the COM for other classes until the medical 
school returns to Carey’s campus in August.

"I think we're on track," Turner said. 
"We've made the major adjustments, and 
we'll deliver to students the educational 
product we promised. We think we're doing 
as good or better job as we were doing 
before."

Medical 
School  
Classes
Continue 
at �Southern Miss

A group of COM 
students review notes 
prior to Dr. Clark 
Millette’s lecture on 
inflammation and 
phagocytosis.
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By Charles Herrington, reporter for WDAM. 
Students from William Carey University clean up 
tornado debris at the Hawthorne home on Deason 
Avenue. Photo credit WDAM. Reprinted with 
permission.

MORE THAN A DOZEN STUDENT-

ATHLETES REMOVED DEBRIS AND DID 

OTHER CLEAN-UP WORK FOR THE 

HAWTHORNE FAMILY ON DEASON 

AVENUE.

The family was home when the storm 
struck, but no one was injured.  

The students said they were happy to 
help in the recovery effort, even as they wait 
for their own campus to be restored. 

"We're not the only ones that got hit. 
Everybody else got hit pretty bad, too, and 
we just wanted to come out and help them 
clean up," said Emily Pellerin, a senior who 
plays golf at Carey. 

"It feels good to have a community that's 
able to come out and help us like they're 
doing," said homeowner Kevin Hawthorne. 

The clean-up efforts were coordinated by 
the Volunteer Response Center at the nearby 
East Jerusalem Baptist Church.

A second center opened at the Petal 
Civic Center. 

That’s where Carey’s physical therapy 
students went to register and to find out how 
to help. While they were registering, Dr. 
Laine Bourdene, a Carey faculty member, 
was filling out an application for help. The 
registration volunteer noticed the students’ 
Carey shirts and sent them to Dr. Bourdene’s 
house. 

Carey's charter physical therapy class 
began studies in August 2016, and the 
students resumed classes on the campus 
of The University of Southern Mississippi 
thanks to the generosity of President Bennett. 

Carey students 
clean up 
storm debris 
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MY 
TORNADO Story
Laine Bourdene

I WOKE UP TO THE WARNING FROM 

THE WDAM WEATHER APP TELLING ME 

TO TAKE COVER BECAUSE A TORNADO 

WAS ON THE GROUND IN PETAL. I GOT 

INTO THE BATHROOM AND DOWN 

INTO THE TUB, COVERING MYSELF WITH 

PILLOWS AND A BLANKET.  SUDDENLY 

THE GROUND BEGAN RUMBLING, AND 

IT FELT AND SOUNDED LIKE WHAT I 

IMAGINE IT WOULD FEEL LIKE TO BE 

LYING ON A TRAIN TRACK WITH A 

FREIGHT TRAIN BARRELING STRAIGHT AT 

ME. THE HOUSE STARTED SHAKING AND 

SHUDDERING. THE SHAKING STOPPED 

FOR A FEW SECONDS AND THEN 

STARTED AGAIN. I FELT SOMETHING HIT 

MY HIP. I REACHED UP AND FELT A BEAM 

LYING ACROSS THE TUB, AND THEN I 

FELT RAIN COMING IN.  

As I got out of the bathroom, I was faced 
with mountains of debris in the bedroom 
and hall. As I worked my way to the den, 
there was no den! The two exterior walls 
were completely gone. All four of my pets 
had been sleeping in that room, and there 
was nothing left. I spotted the Pekingese, 
Jasper, in the front yard. He was bloody and 
banged up but OK. 

The next day, all four of my children and 
their families, my mom, my brother and sister-
in-law, my nephew, and many wonderful 
friends all converged to help me try to salvage 
what I could.  Complete strangers showed 
up and worked all day helping everyone in 
the neighborhood. Troop 90 from Heritage 
Methodist and Venture did an awesome job 
cleaning up. Those young men worked all 

day long and were so polite! 
At some point, I went to the Petal 

Civic Center, which had been set up as a 
disaster relief center, to see if there was any 
additional help available. I was wearing 
a William Carey University t-shirt and 
mentioned that I worked at Carey and how 
concerned I was about the school. In a 
few minutes, one of the volunteers walked 
over and said that a group from the WCU 
Physical Therapy department was there to 
volunteer, and they matched them with me 
(a match made in heaven!).

Those wonderful students came to my 
house and worked to clean the yard of the 
mountains of debris. I am so grateful to 
them. The fact that they were from Carey 
made their assistance even more special to 
me!

The house and my car were a total loss, 
but I am so grateful that the Carey family, my 
family and my friends and neighbors are all 
safe. 

On a happy note, I found my Siamese 
cat, Ziva, the day after the tornado, but it 
was 11 days and a full two weeks before 
my other two kitties (Ellie and Mara) were 
found. 

So humbled and proud to be 
#CareyStrong!

Dr. Laine Bourdene, dual credit 
coordinator and instructor of anthropology, 
was thankful to be alive after the EF3 
tornado struck her home on January 21.
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THE ART
 Saving 

Tommie Rodgers, Lauren Rogers Museum 
of Art registrar, examines “Spring” by 
Marie Hull, one of the paintings rescued 
following the January 21 tornado.
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ONE CORNERSTONE OF CAREY’S 

MISSION RESTS ON COOPERATION 

WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, 

CHURCHES AND AGENCIES. USUALLY, 

WE THINK OF THE UNIVERSITY MISSION 

AS GENERATIVE BACK TO THE LOCAL 

COMMUNITY, OR AS PARTNERSHIP 

ARRANGEMENTS. THIS TIME, WILLIAM 

CAREY RECEIVED THE GIFT OF AN ART 

BRIGADE FROM OUR FRIENDS. 

On the morning of Saturday, January 21, 
art faculty members Read Diket, Chatham 
Kemp, and Ed Ford were in Tatum Court 
helping remove essential and personal 
items from the art chair’s office and the art 
room. With those items in hand, art faculty 
and spouses turned our attention to the 
Lucile Parker Gallery. Dr. Ford, Lucile Parker 
Gallery director, knew that the vault was 
intact, despite extensive building damage, 
but a large number of the paintings were 
already showing wet mats. Dr. Diket, art 
department chair and also a foundation 
board member with the Lauren Rogers 
Museum of Art, called George Bassi, 
museum director, to ask for guidance in 
rescuing the art before further damage 
occurred. His response was, “Do you want 
us to come get the art?”

Within an hour and a half, in their 
personal vehicles, and with family members 
assisting, the rescue team moved the art into 
utility vehicles, and the first wave of Carey 

art was transported to a large gallery in the 
LRMA in Laurel. Immediately, wet art was 
removed carefully from frames and laid out 
to dry in the climate controlled air of the 
gallery. 

Among items brought to Laurel that day 
was “Spring” painted by Marie Hull, oil on 
canvas. “Spring” was wet in the Gillespie 
Museum because it was on display in the 
museum, outside of the vault. The thick 
wooden doors of the museum blew apart 
during the tornado. Rick Wilemon, assistant 
to Curator Pam Shearer in the Sarah Gillespie 
Museum of Art, knew that three inches of 
water was standing in the Sarah Gillespie 
vault, leaving a mere three inches before 
breaching the built in storage. The art was 
still dry in the vault, but in a dangerously 
humid and toxic environment. A plan to 
come back for the art was “hatched” among 
art appreciators in Laurel and Hattiesburg. 
Shearer, art faculty, and WCU board 
member Judge Charles Pickering, along with 
Lauren Rogers Museum administrators, and 
art loving friends would make their way to 
campus, somehow, to move the art.  

On Sunday, the campus was closed 
to almost everyone. But, the art faculty, 
Shearer, museum staff members, and friends 
persisted and, with the permission of Dr. 
Scott Hummel, executive vice president and 
provost, all the art in the Gillespie Museum 
and essential items were removed by Service 
Master into the assembled team’s willing 
hands. Vehicles were loaded again, a trailer 

was filled, and transported to Laurel and 
the LRMA. Some 1,100 pieces of framed art 
were transported over the weekend. 

As a result, the vast majority of the 
combined collections was moved to safety 
and inventoried for storage. Marie Hull’s 
“Spring” has come to stand for all that we 
value in art and in recovery from adversity, 
and for the appreciation of Mississippi art 
that was renewed in seeing all the artists’ 
work traveling through many hands. “Spring” 
is on temporary loan to the LRMA, pending 
the return of the collection to campus. 

1,100 pieces of framed art were rescued
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BRANDEN WALKER, A SENIOR MASS 

COMMUNICATION/INTERCULTURAL 

STUDIES MAJOR FROM PEARL, LEADS 

A BIBLE STUDY FOR RAS (RESIDENT 

ASSISTANTS) ON THURSDAY NIGHTS. 

Walker said that the group started small 
but has grown to include more men as the 
school year has progressed. 

“After the Christmas break, I was sitting 
in Dr. Tim Glaze’s class, and I just thought I 
should do something different for the group 
that night. That was on January 19. So I 
prayed and asked God what he wanted me 
to do,” Walker said. “I felt led to pray for 
RAs, residents, and dorms all over campus.”

About 9:30 p.m. that Thursday night, 
Walker met with three other RAs: Clayton 
Rush, Branden Lindsay, and Nick Papania. 
The young men started in Ross Hall. They 
prayed for the RAs on duty and for each 
student in residence there. They went to Bass 
next and prayed for the RAs and residents, 
then proceeded to the other dorms and 
prayed for them, too. Johnson, Braswell, 
Byrd, Polk, Bryant, Futral, and Davis. Walker 
said, “I just know that God led us to do 
that. His timing was perfect, in our praying 
for RAs and residents that night and in His 
protection over all of us the very next night 
in the tornado.” 

Ironically, the day I spoke with Branden 
about that night, he was at Oak Grove 
Middle School under a tornado warning 
once again. He is the drummer for the 
school’s show choir. He also works as the 
drum tech at West Marion High School. This 
college student is working hard to stay  
in school. 

Clockwise 
from top 

left: Branden 
Walker, senior 

mass communication/
intercultural 

studies major from 
Pearl; Branden Lindsay, 

junior theatre major from 
Simpsonville, South Carolina; 

Nick Papania, junior music education 
major from Gulfport; Clayton Rush, 

junior business administration major from 
Mandeville, Louisiana.

RAs Pray  	  		  in dorms
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Scott Simmons – WAPT 
Reprinted with permission.

TAYLOR GAUTREAUX, A SOCCER PLAYER 

FROM PRAIRIEVILLE, LOUISIANA, IS GLAD 

TO BE ALIVE AFTER THE EF3 TORNADO 

SLAMMED INTO HER DORM EARLY THAT 

SATURDAY MORNING. 

The college freshman was trying to close 
the door to her dorm when the winds from 
the twister slammed the door shut, smashing 
her fingers.

"I didn't even know what had happened. 
I kind of pulled away and everybody was 
staring at me. And I just felt like my leg was 

wet; and I said 'Oh 
wow, there is blood on 
my leg.' And I looked 
at my hand and said, 
'Oh wow, there are no 
fingers there'," she said.

Her dorm mates 
sprang into action, tried 
to save her fingers, and 

managed to stop the bleeding.
With all of the debris blocking the roads, 

it took paramedics about 30 minutes to get 
to the injured student after the storm had 
passed.

In spite of her dorm mates’ actions and 
doctors’ efforts, there was too much damage 
to attach her fingers.

Gautreax is thankful it was her right hand 
that was injured. "I am left handed! So this 
(the left hand) is my dominant hand," she 
said.

She plans to return to the university and 
continue playing sports and has an upbeat 
attitude on what has happened.

"It is not as hard as some people think it 
is. It's all mental. You keep telling yourself it 
could have been worse," she said.

Will you donate to the Student Tornado 
Relief Fund to help Taylor and others with 
storm-related expenses? You can give online 
at wmcarey.edu/advancement or mail your 
gift to WCU Box 141, 710 William Carey 
Parkway, Hattiesburg, MS 39401. Designate 
your gift to the Student Tornado Relief Fund.

Carey student  
loses three fingers 
 			   during tornado
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perspectives:2 student

“Everybody got a 
tornado warning 
at the same time 
(on their phones) 
and then all of a 
sudden we heard 

glass break.”
Taylor DeRossette
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Taylor DeRossette, freshman  
		  and Meg Edney, junior
By Terri Cowart Frazier, reporter for the 
Vicksburg Post. Reprinted with permission.

WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS JUST A 

THUNDERSTORM, TURNED OUT TO BE 

MUCH MORE.

“It was just like a normal night. It was 
raining outside, but no one expected a 
tornado,” Taylor DeRossette said. DeRossette, 
from Vicksburg, is a freshman at Carey. He was 
on campus asleep in his dormitory when, at 
3:30 a.m. January 21, tornado alarms went off.

“We had never heard those before, so I just 
kept sleeping. The next thing I know my RA is 
banging on my door with an air horn telling 
everybody to wake up. We knew it was serious 
then,” DeRossette said.

He said everyone got dressed quickly, went 
down stairs to the lowest level of the dorm and 
sat in the hallway.

“Everybody got a tornado warning at the 
same time (on their phones) and then all of the 
sudden we heard glass break. Everybody got 
quiet and then all of the sudden the door flew 
open and a big gust of wind blew down the 
hallway. It scared the heck out of everybody,” 
DeRossette said.

Although the storm did not last very long, 
the students remained in the hallway for more 
than two hours, he said.

When the students were finally able 
to leave, what was awaiting them proved 
unbelievable. “Several cars were flipped over. 
Our tennis court and gym were destroyed. 
Trees were uprooted everywhere and half of 
our med school was destroyed. Cars were 
crashed into the cadaver lab. Our whole entire 
campus was destroyed,” DeRossette said.

While not totally destroyed, every dorm on 
campus did sustain some form of damage from 
the tornado, from missing walls and sections of 
roof, to glass blown out of windows, to water 
damage.

“The windows in my room were 
shattered,” he said.

In addition to the storm damage to the 
buildings, DeRossette said almost all of the 
cars on campus were also damaged.

“My car has scratches all over it because 
the windows blew out of the dorm next to it 
and my windshield is cracked,” he said.

With the inordinate amount of destruction 
the campus amassed, fortunately there 
were no deaths and only one serious injury, 
DeRossette said.

Giving credit to the university, DeRossette 
said he was impressed at how the school 
handled the situation.

Students were moved to the medical 
school auditorium, where they were checked 
in, he said.

“The EMTs were there. The police 
officers were there checking on people,” and 
ambulances were also available for those 
needing to go to the hospital.

Meg Edney, the daughter of Lori (‘83) and 
Dr. Dan (‘83) Edney of Vicksburg, is also a 
student at Carey.

Fortunately, she came home Friday 
evening, dodging the storm, but was awakened 
at four in the morning Saturday by texts from 
friends who were still on campus, her mother 
said.

“We heard that the building that Meg was 
living in was hit pretty bad,” Edney said.

In fact, after the storms had passed, Edney 
said Meg’s friends were only allowed to return 
to get a few things from their rooms.

They called Meg to ask if there was 
anything they should get of hers, and all she 
requested was a Bible that had been a family 
keepsake, Edney said.

“The reason this Bible is so special is 
because right before each of my mom’s 
parents passed away, we traced their hands in 
Hebrews 12 as they went on to join the great 
cloud of witnesses,” Meg said. 

HEBREWS 12:1-2

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.

S P R I N G  2 0 1 7    |    1 7

TORNADO COVERAGEStudent Stories ››�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������



THREE UNSUSPECTING INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS HEADED TO WAL-MART 

FOR SNACKS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

SEVERE WEATHER. BACK HOME, THEY 

SAID, TORNADOES ARE UNHEARD 

OF. THEY JUST HAD NO IDEA WHAT 

COULD HAPPEN. CALUM BRODIE, PAUL 

BRACKEN, AND THOMAS BRUNE WERE 

SHOCKED AT THE FEROCITY OF THE 

STORM.

"The rain was going horizontally past 
the car, and then rocks started hitting the 
window; and just as we turned the corner, 
rocks started crashing through the window, 
so we just stopped and ducked," said Brodie, 

a freshman from Dundee, Scotland.
Then the tornado terrified the students 

by lifting the PT Cruiser off the ground and 
setting it back down several feet away.

After the tornado passed, the student-
athletes took shelter in Clinton Gymnasium, 
finding an American flag on the ground 
along the way. They picked it up and 
carefully laid it across the damaged security 
gate. 

It was a matter of respect,” said Bracken, 
a freshman from Dublin, Ireland. “It was 
terrible to have the nation’s flag on the 
ground; and if something like this happened 
in Ireland, I’d want someone to do the exact 
same thing for me.

“No nation’s flag should be disrespected 

that way, lying on the ground, wet and in the 
rocks. It should be flying brave and proud.”

Head Men’s Basketball Coach Steve 
Knight said, “They’re not even from America, 
but they take pride in where they are and 
in this school and in this country. It’s just 
something that I’ll never forget, that gesture 
that they made.”

International Students 
Experience Tornado
“No nation’s flag should be disrespected that way, lying on the ground, 

wet and in the rocks. It should be flying brave and proud.”
Paul Bracken
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By Joshua Wilson.  
Reprinted with permission.

WHEN I FIRST ARRIVED AT CAREY IN LATE 

2010, I IMMEDIATELY FELL IN LOVE WITH 

THE PLACE. THE CAMPUS WAS SMALL 

AND QUAINT WITH OPEN, PICTURESQUE 

SPACES. I WAS PARTICULARLY 

ENAMORED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING, TATUM COURT, A MAJESTIC 

COLUMNED STRUCTURE THAT RULED 

OVER THE CAMPUS WITH CHIMES THAT 

PLAYED HYMNS AT NOON AND FIVE 

EACH DAY.
Throughout my time as a student and 

later as a staff member, I watched as the 
campus grew to include new dormitories, 
academic buildings and my favorite campus 
building, the Bass Memorial Chapel.

I witnessed the “tiny Baptist school in 
Hattiesburg” complete a medical school and 
saw Tatum Court, with its strong bones and 

proud façade, celebrate its 100th birthday. 
I watched as enrollment surpassed 4,000 
students and as countless new programs 
were added to benefit our communities.

On Saturday, January 21, I watched an 
EF-3 tornado rip through the campus, my 
home away from home for so many years. 
Relief poured over me as I heard that none 
of the students had life-threatening injuries, 
but that relief turned to sadness and shock as 
the damage became clear.

Ninety percent of the campus is 
devastated. Tatum Court’s roof is gone, 
leaving open skies visible from the third 
floor. Those beautiful stained glass windows 
in Bass Chapel are shattered, leaving 
gaping holes. The new School of Business 
building, built in 2014 with state-of-the-art 
technology, and the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, a pioneer in medical education 
in the Gulf South, both received severe 
damage. 

Carey is rebuilding despite the difficulties. 
Its picturesque campus will one day be whole 

again – different, but still a beautiful, safe 
school offering a valuable education in a 
Christian environment. Carey will continue to 
be a place for the next generation of students 
to be “equipped for every good work.”

COMMITTED

Joshua Wilson, a 2012 and 2014 Carey 
graduate, also served as Carey’s marketing 
director. He is currently the marketing 

coordinator at Merchants Foodservice 
in Hattiesburg.

to  Carey’s Recovery

The School of Business building suffered 
major damage from the violent storm.
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ON JANUARY 21, A 

TERRIBLE STORM 

RIPPED THROUGH 

OUR CITY AND 

DEVASTATED THE CAMPUS OF WILLIAM 

CAREY UNIVERSITY. THE TATUM COURT 

BUILDING WAS PARTICULARLY RAVAGED, 

AND MY HEART GREW HEAVY AS I 

SCANNED PICTURES OF THE DAMAGE. I 

HADN'T EXPECTED TO FEEL SADNESS 

OVER THE DESTRUCTION OF A BUILDING.

I was reminded of my time there as a 
graduate student and how I loved the dark 
paneled walls and the way it smelled like an 
old library. I thought about all the times I had 
walked up and down the single staircase that 
led to the third floor of the English department 
or to the bottom floor of the theatre. The rise 
of the stairs was just a bit too steep, and the 
thick, wooden banister was worn smooth.

This building was where I garnered my 
knowledge of Mark Twain and Joyce Carol 
Oates. I spent hours there fostering my love 
for William Faulkner and Toni Morrison.

The building itself holds many memories, 
but I am reminded that it is always people 
that matter most. The faculty and staff of 
Tatum have left their impression on me, and 
I will forever be indebted to them for how 
they shaped my life. Through them I realized 
I truly wanted a career in higher education, 
and I learned a diploma is not merely a piece 
of paper for purchase. It is a declaration 
of academic growth, but it should also 

demonstrate creative and artistic growth.
The building may not stand, but the 

people who worked there are, thankfully, safe.
Their talent and the impact they made 

are not confined to bricks and mortar, and 
their passion for what they teach is not lost in 
the stacks of rubble or pages of water soaked 
books.

The destruction of a building is small 
compared to the loss of human lives in the 
storm. 

Hattiesburg will rebuild; Carey will carry 
on; and great educators will continue to 
inspire and create.

Alumna Amanda Robertson’s (‘14)  
thoughts one week after the tornado

LOSING TATUM
Amanda Robertson earned the Bachelor of Arts from Carey in 2013. 
She majored in English and minored in theatre. She completed the 
Master of Arts in English in 2014. She is currently employed at  
Jones County Junior College in Ellisville.
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“I hadn't expected to feel sadness  
over the destruction of  
a building.”
Amanda  
Robertson

My books sleep 
under the 
stars tonight
Dr. Lorie Watkins Massey 
WCU Associate Professor of English

My books sleep under the stars tonight, their pages 
rifled by the January-mild Mississippi breeze as 
they grow fat with weather, instead of knowledge.

Fifteen seconds of nature’s indifferent fury 
opened my mind to the sky, flinging Faulkner 
atop Hemingway and Fitzgerald, now seen 
only by Toni Morrison’s eyes, Beloved perched 
precariously one shelf closer to the heavens.  

Twenty years of notes jotted in the margins slowly 
thicken with a coat of my mildewed prayers for 
their safe return. My books sleep under the stars 
tonight, but I’m restless in this calm. 
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THE WINTERS SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND MINISTRY STUDIES HAS SEEN PHENOMENAL 

GROWTH (FROM 60 TO 160 MUSIC MAJORS) IN THE PAST SEVEN YEARS.

Like many other buildings on campus, Thomas Fine Arts was heavily damaged in the EF3 
tornado of January 21. Three nine-foot grand pianos and the Allen Organ suffered irreparable 
damage when the tornado ripped the roof off, and several practice room pianos were also 
destroyed. 

The school is in the midst of a campaign to become an “All Steinway School” and three 
Steinway made Boston studio pianos were scheduled to be delivered the Wednesday following 
the storm. They have since been received at their temporary location, Hardy Street Baptist 
Church. The church has generously housed the School of Music, providing ensemble rehearsal 
space as well as classroom and office space. 

If you would like to contribute to the School of Music, toward the Steinway Project, for tornado 
relief, or to help music students, visit wmcarey.edu/advancement or contact Dr. Don Odom, 
dean of the school, at dodom@wmcarey.edu. 

Music  
Classes 
	 continue at  
Hardy Street Baptist Church

Thomas Fine Arts was heavily damaged 
in the EF3 tornado of January 21.
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Students   move  	 back in 
Four 
Weeks 
After 
Tornado
DESPITE DAMAGE TO NEARLY ALL OF 

THE BUILDINGS ON CAMPUS, CAREY 

WELCOMED STUDENTS BACK LESS THAN 

A MONTH AFTER THE EF3 TORNADO 

RAVAGED THE CAMPUS ON JANUARY 21. 

More than 600 students moved back 
into the dorms February 18-19 to begin their 
spring trimester classes on February 20. The 
university repaired seven dorms, ensuring 
students and parents of their safety prior to 
move-in day. 

“I want to assure parents that the 
dorms have been thoroughly cleaned and 
sanitized. They have also been inspected 
for environmental factors and have been 
declared safe for occupancy,” said Dr. 
Tommy King. 

Two of the dormitories sustained too 
much damage and had to be demolished, 
Ross Hall and Johnson Hall. Both were 
women’s dormitories. 

Construction will begin soon on new 
residence halls as Carey prepares to meet 
the needs of current and future students.

Abigail Sullivan, junior nursing major 
from Mendenhall, moved from Ross Hall 
to Wilbur Hall at USM, then to Bass Hall 
on February 19.
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE 8TH GRADE 

CLASS AT KIRK ACADEMY IN GRENADA, 

MISSISSIPPI SAW HIS MOM LOOKING 

AT PHOTOS ON FACEBOOK ABOUT THE 

RECENT TORNADO DAMAGE AT CAREY 

AND FELT COMPELLED TO HELP. 

“Mom, these students are going to 
need new computers, pens, paper, clothes, 
everything!” he said. 

He presented the fundraising idea to 
the other class officers, and they sought 
permission from the headmaster.

The headmaster fell silent when he heard 
their plan.  When he asked the students if 
they knew about his connection to Carey, 
they told him they had no idea what he 
meant. 

The headmaster is Dr. Randy Poss. His 
father and mother were Randle (’56) and 
Gloria Jean Ward Poss (’57).  His dad played 
football, baseball and ran track at Carey, and 
his mother was selected as one of William 
Carey’s most beautiful. Dr. Poss’s father is a 
semi-retired pastor in north Mississippi. His 
mother passed away in 2008. 

School of 
Education  

Thanks 
Germantown 
High School

Dean of the School of 
Education Dr. Ben Burnett, 
education faculty and students 

say THANK YOU to principal Wesley 
Quick, WCU graduate student, and 
Germantown High School for raising 
the funds for two projectors for the 
School of Education. Their efforts were 
in response to the School of Education’s 
needs following the tornado.

Will you donate to the Tornado 
Damage Fund to help the School of 
Education and other departments with 
storm-related expenses? You can 
give online at wmcarey.edu/
advancement or mail your 
gift to WCU Box 141, 
498 Tuscan Ave., 
Hattiesburg, MS 
39401. Designate 
your gift to the 
Tornado Damage 
Fund.

ABOVE: Photo from Carey yearbook 
‘56. Senior Class Favorites: Lona Pearl 
Cochran, Helen McIntosh and Randle Poss.

LEFT: Gloria Jean Ward Poss. Photo from 
Carey yearbook ‘57, caption “Gloria Ward, 
This beauty from Wiggins is a member of 
the Delphinian Society. Gloria is also a 
Student Government Respresentative of the 
Senior Class.”

LEFT: Eighth Grade class officers at Kirk 
Academy in Grenada presented gift cards 
to Headmaster Dr. Randy Poss and his 
father Rev. Randle Poss for the Student 
Tornado Relief Fund during the AAA State 
Basketball Tournament at Kirk Academy. 
They donated $500 cash and several gift 
cards in memory of Mrs. Gloria Poss and 
in honor of Rev. Randle Poss, Carey grads 
and Dr. Poss’s parents. Pictured from left 
to right: Rev. Randle Poss, Dr. Randle 
Poss, Carter Moore, Luke Beissel, Graham 
Seibel and Woods Nerren. 

RAISES FUNDS FOR CAREY

KIRK 
ACADEMY 
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Third-grader  
	 in Florida  Donates Allowance

to Student Tornado Fund

THE CHORALE PERFORMED FOR 

CHAPEL AT NORTH FLORIDA CHRISTIAN 

SCHOOL IN TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, 

ON THEIR FALL 2016 TOUR. DR. 

DON ODOM'S DAUGHTER, ASHLEY, 

TEACHES THIRD GRADE AT THE 

SCHOOL. FOLLOWING THE CHAPEL 

PERFORMANCE, VARIOUS CHORALE 

MEMBERS VISITED WITH THE CHILDREN 

FROM THE SCHOOL, SINGING FUN 

SONGS, AND LEADING IN MUSIC 

BASED GAMES. THE SCHOOL PROVIDED 

LUNCH WITH THE CHILDREN, OFFERING 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 

CHILDREN TO ASK COLLEGE STUDENTS 

QUESTIONS ABOUT CAREY.

On the Monday following the tornado, 
Miss Odom shared with her class that a 
tornado had hit William Carey University. 
She showed pictures and some video. 
Since the children remembered the chapel 
experience, they asked questions and were 
concerned about Chorale members. Miss 
Odom provided an opportunity for the 
children to pray for the Chorale and the 
university and then led a science lesson 
about tornados.

The Friday following the tornado, Miss 
Odom was handing out recess snacks when 
Breyana handed her $6.00. 

Miss Odom asked, "What is this for?" 
 "This is my allowance for the week. I 

want you to give it to the Chorale friends 
from Carey," Breyana answered. 

Miss Odom asked, "Are you sure? That is 
your whole allowance." 

"Yes. They may need it more than me," 
Breyana replied.

When the Chorale returned to school 
on February 20, 2017, the first thing they 
did was sign a thank you note to Breyana. 
Six dollars, added to the gifts given to the 
university through hundreds of generous 
individuals, families, businesses and 
churches will help William Carey University 
be stronger than ever. 

However, it is not the buildings, 
instruments and technology that make Carey 
great. It is the students, staff, and faculty that 
will take the time to talk to a third grade 
child during a school lunch.
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THE CAREY BASKETBALL TEAMS 

PARTICIPATED IN PINE BELT COMMUNITY 

RECOVERY DAY AT SOUTHERN MISS ON 

FEBRUARY 4. THE EVENT WAS HELD AT 

REED GREEN COLISEUM AT USM. 
The Carey men started the afternoon off 

by defeating Faulkner 81-76. The Southern 
Miss men’s team battled Western Kentucky 
and the Lady ‘Saders fought Faulkner to end 
the triple header. 

The event raised funds through ticket 
purchases and donations to benefit Carey 
and the Salvation Army. 

"Our community 
and university 
are facing a lot of 
challenges, and an 
event like this is a great 
way to get everyone 
to come together. We 
are very appreciative 
to Southern Miss for 

putting this event together,” said Athletic 
Director DJ Pulley. 

We certainly wanted to find a way for 

not only our athletics department, but our 
entire university, to assist both William 
Carey in their recovery efforts as well as all 
the families in the entire Pine Belt area that 
were affected by this horrible storm," said 

Southern Miss Interim Director of Athletics 
Zac Woodfin. "I can't think of anything 
better that bonds people more than their 
love of sports; and we are glad that we could 
facilitate this day of basketball."

Pine Belt  
Community 
 Recovery Day

“Our community and university are facing a lot of challenges,  
and an event like this is a great way to get everyone to come together.

D.J. Pulley, Carey Athletic Director

26  |    C A R E Y  M A G A Z I N E

TORNADO COVERAGE



Athletics Moves Forward  ››� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

By Jason Munz – USM Sports Writer, originally 
published in the Hattiesburg American. Reprinted 
with permission.

CAREY’S ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT HAS 

OFTEN, IN RECENT YEARS, BEEN READY 

AND WILLING TO WORK IN CONCERT 

WITH LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS, JUNIOR 

COLLEGES AND SOUTHERN MISS WHEN 

A NEED AROSE.

When an EF4 tornado gutted athletic 
facilities at Hattiesburg High, Oak Grove 
High and Petal High in February 2013, 
Carey’s softball and baseball fields 
temporarily became theirs. When Jones 
County Junior College’s baseball team 
spent the entire 2010 season on the road 
while Community Bank Park was under 
construction, the Bobcats played home 
games at Carey’s Milton Wheeler Field on a 
number of occasions.

Now, after an EF3 tornado tore through 
the campus, leaving the majority of the 
athletic facilities in some state of disrepair, 
the favor is being returned. The baseball, 
softball and soccer fields, gymnasium and 

tennis courts were all damaged as a result 
of the January 21 twister. Until Carey can 
sort out what it will take to make its facilities 
playable again, local high schools, junior 
colleges and Southern Miss have stepped up 
in their time of need.

 “Everybody we’ve talked to is working 
with us,” Athletic Director DJ Pulley said. 
“All the athletic directors are helping us. 
They’ve got their own season and practices 
going, too. But it’s really been amazing to 
see the response of the institutions around 
us.”

Men’s Basketball Coach Steve Knight, 
who also served as the school’s athletic 
director from 1987-2016, echoed Pulley’s 
sentiment.

“The outpouring of help from the 
community, and really from all over the 
world, has been tremendous,” said Knight, 
whose Crusaders boasted an 18-5 record at 
the end of the winter trimester. “It’s going 
to take a long time to get back to normal, 
but the main thing with athletics is to try to 
get our teams back as quickly as possible. 
Because right now, we’re sort of the face of 
the university.

“We want people to know, as soon as we 
can get back to normal, we will. That would 
be a good step forward for everybody.” 

Savannah Richardson, a freshman 
forward on Carey’s women’s basketball 
team, was injured during the tornado. 
While the Texas native was moving to the 
first floor of the team’s dorm, a light fell, 
cutting her leg and required 15 stitches. But 
she spent the week after the tornado at the 
Lady Crusaders’ practices at Reed Green 
Coliseum in an effort to get back into a 
routine.

“Everybody has really been wanting to be 
here,” she said. “We all missed each other 
terribly, so we couldn’t wait to get back to 
see each other. And we’re very grateful to 
USM for letting us move in and live so we 
can just try to get that normal feeling back.”

Area Schools step up
for WCU Athletics
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EQUIPPING 
          FOR EVERY  
GOOD WORK 

	 2 Timothy 3:17
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FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2017

1:30	� Presentation of Homecoming Court 
Wheeler Baseball Field

2:00	� Baseball vs Bethel University 
Wheeler Baseball Field

3:00 – 4:00	� Alumni Chapel Service  
Venue TBA

4:30 – 5:30	� 50+ Year Reunion Tea and Cookies  
The Magnolia Room at Southern Oaks House & Gardens 
1246 Richburg Road, Hattiesburg

5:00 – 5:30	� Alumni Hall of Fame Photo Op 
The Meeting Room at Southern Oaks House & Gardens 
1246 Richburg Road, Hattiesburg

5:30 - 7:30	� Alumni Banquet 
Southern Oaks House & Gardens 
50 year medallions, HOF awards, alumni chapter and decade recognitions.

7:30	� Broadway Revue 
Southern Oaks House & Gardens

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2017

10:00	� Decade Reunions (‘57, ‘67, ‘77, ‘87, ‘97, ‘07) 
Volleyball Facility, County Road

11:30	� Crawfish Festival/Cookout 
Baseball/Softball Complex 
Book signing, health fair, games

12:00	 Baseball vs Bethel University (double header)

2:00 	� Poetry Read 
Venue TBA

6:00	� Sports Hall of Fame Awards Dinner 
Southern Oaks House and Gardens 
1246 Richburg Road, Hattiesburg

IN SPITE OF THE OVERWHELMING 

DAMAGE TO THE CAMPUS, CAREY IS 

MOVING FORWARD. WE DIDN’T MISS 

A BEAT WITH CLASSES, AND WE WON’T 

WITH HOMECOMING, EITHER. WITH 

CREATIVE PLANNING AND THE SUPPORT 

OF OUR TERRIFIC ALUMNI, WE WILL 

HAVE A GREAT HOMECOMING WEEKEND.

You’ll notice a few changes to the 
schedule. The one with the most impact 
is celebrating both the 50+ Year Reunion 
and the Alumni Banquet in the same event. 
These special alumni will be recognized by 
all the banquet attendees for achieving this 
milestone. The classes of ‘55-’67 will meet 
for “Tea and Cookies” at Southern Oaks 
prior to the banquet to visit and reminisce. I 
know it will be a special time. 

We’re adding a new event this year: the 
Decade Celebrations. We want to honor the 
graduates from ‘57, ‘67, ‘77, ‘87, ‘97, and 
’07 by recalling music and other trends from 
those years. Each decade will be featured 
during the celebration time. Don’t miss 

this chance to travel down 
memory lane with 

the ones who 
lived it! 

Schedule

Join    us for
Carey 
Homecoming 

2017
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Ramona Faith 
Hankins  
Fant (‘60)

RAMONA FAITH HANKINS FANT WAS 

RECENTLY CHOSEN AS A TOP FIVE 

NOMINEE FOR USAGEM (UNITED STATES 

ASSOCIATION OF GOSPEL ENTERTAINERS 

AND MUSICIANS) SONG OF THE YEAR 

FOR HER SONG “GOD IS ALIVE” AND 

PERFORMING ARTIST AS WELL AS A 

TOP 10 NOMINEE FOR USAGEM FEMALE 

VOCALIST OF THE YEAR, SINGER/

SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR, AND VIDEO 

OF THE YEAR FOR HER SONG “WILL YOU 

PRAY TODAY?”

Fant transferred to Carey in 1957 from 
Pearl River Community College and majored 
in chemistry and music. The Alaska native 
excelled at Carey, was elected to the 
Homecoming Court and Campus Beauties 
in 1958, was inducted into the Chi Beta Phi 
Scientific Honorary, and was elected Carey’s 
Friendliest and Senior Class Favorite in 1960. 

During her first semester at Carey, she 
met her future husband Gene Fant (‘59), a 
ministry student majoring in social studies. 

Ramona began to sing and write music 
while serving alongside her husband. Her 
music career has offered her opportunities 
to perform all over the world, and she has 
produced a number of award-winning 
albums and singles. She continues to expand 
her music career through her award-
winning radio show, “Faith for Living,” 
which airs every week on WSM 650 AM and 
WSMonline.com, the Grand Ole Opry radio 
station.

The couple has served together in 
ministry for nearly 60 years in churches 
across the United States and the world. 
Gene was honored to be elected as the 
second president of the Baptist Convention 
of New York in 1971. He currently serves 
at First Baptist Church Boerne, Texas and 
reaches out to hundreds of other ministers 
through a weekly radio ministry of “Prayer 
and Encouragement for Ministers.”

Gene and Mona write, “We are so 
thankful to the Lord for His watch care over 
our beloved Alma Mater, William Carey 

Alumni
Highlights

Gene Fant, SR and Mona Faith on 
Red Carpet at ICM Awards 2012, 

at the Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center, Nashville, Tennessee

“Years ago,  
being students 
there (WCU) 
helped prepare us 
for our ministries 
through the 
years and into 
the future! ”
Gene and Mona Fant

A LUMNI
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University, during the recent devastating 
tornado. God continues to use the 
outstanding and dedicated staff and teachers 
and donations of time and money from all 
of us in the rebuilding of Carey. Years ago, 
being students there helped prepare us for 
our ministries through the years and into the 
future! May God continue to bless William 
Carey University and all the students and 
staff who join with us to serve our Savior 
Jesus Christ.”

The Fants’ son, Dr. Gene Fant, Jr. 
was recently named president of North 
Greenville University, a Southern Baptist 
university located in Tigerville, South 
Carolina. Dr. Fant also taught English at 
Carey for a time as he worked on his Ph.D.

James 
Rovelious 
McDade Jr. (‘79)

JAMES ROVELIOUS 

MCDADE JR. WAS 

BORN IN OAKLAND, 

CALIFORNIA, BUT 

TRAVELLED AS A 

CHILD SINCE HIS 

FATHER WAS IN THE 

NAVY. JAMES EXCELLED IN BASKETBALL 

AT WILLIAMSON HIGH SCHOOL IN 

MOBILE, ALABAMA, AND RECEIVED A 

BASKETBALL SCHOLARSHIP TO CAREY 

WHERE HE WAS NAMED SOUTHERN 

STATES CONFERENCE PLAYER OF THE 

YEAR AND HONORABLE MENTION 

ALL-AMERICAN AFTER HIS FRESHMAN 

YEAR. DURING HIS SOPHOMORE 

YEAR, JAMES WAS SCOUTED BY 

THE KENTUCKY COLONELS OF THE 

AMERICAN BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

BUT SUFFERED A CRIPPLING KNEE 

INJURY THAT EFFECTIVELY RUINED ANY 

PROFESSIONAL ASPIRATIONS. HE WAS 

INDUCTED INTO THE WILLIAM CAREY 

SPORTS HALL OF FAME IN 2013.

McDade completed his Bachelor of 
Science degree at Carey and began working 

as the first black manager trainee at Citizens 
Bank in Hattiesburg. James soon moved his 
wife and son Chris to California to begin a 
new life there.

Two years later, he gave his life to Christ 
at First Apostolic Church of Inglewood, 
California. He remarried and had two 
daughters, Jamie and Crystal, and a son 
Sean. McDade became a minister and 
preached on the streets of Hollywood 
and Vine on Saturday nights, praying with 
pedestrians, handing out tracts, and leading 
many to Christ.

McDade completed two Master of 
Business degrees, one from UCLA and one 
from the National University of Singapore. 
He loved teaching in the Business 
Management and Legal program at UCLA 
and travelling the world as part of his career 
at the law firm of Munger, Tolles & Olson. 

McDade was instrumental in assisting 
with search and rescue efforts at the World 
Trade Center in New York on September 11, 
2001, and it is likely that he contracted lung 
cancer as a result of that day. He battled 
the cancer for many years, and finally 
succumbed on October 1, 2016.

McDade loved spending time with his 
family. After looking over the course of his 
life, James said, “I can’t complain about 
anything. God has been good to me through 
and in every area of my life. It’s been a 
tremendous blessing to live as long as the 
Lord blessed me to live and to do all the 
things I was able to do to prepare for this 
time. God is good!”  

David Jerome 
Taylor (‘03)

JEROME TAYLOR 

WAS UNANIMOUSLY 

ELECTED TO SERVE 

AS PRESIDENT OF 

THE BAPTIST STATE 

CONVENTION OF 

MICHIGAN (BSCM) 

IN NOVEMBER 2016. THE SECOND 

YOUNGEST PRESIDENT TO BE ELECTED 

AT BSCM, TAYLOR CURRENTLY SERVES 

AS LEAD PASTOR OF EASTGATE BAPTIST 

CHURCH NEAR FLINT, MICHIGAN. 

Taylor is a native of New Albany, 
Mississippi, and attended Northeast 
Mississippi Community College in 
Booneville where God began using 
Tuscumbia Baptist Church, the campus BSU 
and various other ministries to confirm His 
calling on his life. He studied theology and 
history at Carey and volunteered with the 
BSU while a student. He served on staff at 
Gulfshore Baptist Assembly and partnered 
with the Mississippi Baptist Summer 
Missions program in Lake Tahoe in 2001. 

After graduation, he served local 
churches in central Mississippi and the Gulf 
Coast from 2003-2008 and was a part of 
the Jackson County disaster relief following 
Hurricane Katrina as well as a member 
of a relief team in Thailand after the 2004 
Tsunami. 

In 2008, he ventured west to minister 
in Arizona, serving as associate pastor, in 
student ministry, family discipleship, small 
groups, and community missions. While 
there, he began his graduate work at the 
Gateway Baptist Theological Seminary 
(formerly Golden Gate) campus in 
Scottsdale, Arizona.

Eastgate Baptist Church called him as 
pastor in 2013, and Jerome and Melinda and 
their children (Abigail, Jackson, Hannah, 
and Naomi) moved to Michigan. He is not 
only serving the church faithfully, but is also 
partnering with local, state and national 
ministries such as Carriage Town Mission, 
local schools, and the North American 
Mission Board. He is currently working 
toward his M.Div. through Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

In the fall of 2014, he enlisted in the 
Church Strengthening Team, a Michigan 
State Convention effort. In 2015, he served 
as second vice president of the state 
convention, and in 2016, began his term as 
president of the BSCM.

While Taylor is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the churches in 
Michigan, he has a pastor’s heart. His 
ultimate desire is to lead and equip 
generations of people to become fully 
devoted followers of Christ. He has a passion 
to boldly and clearly share Scripture and 
to call out servant-leaders who will impact 
the world for Jesus Christ. Through his gifts 
of leadership, preaching and teaching, he is 
working to make disciples in his church and 
community.
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60’s
EDWARD HARVEY (’60) has written The 
Gospel According to the Universe: Six Days and 
Counting. The book is available on Amazon. 
Ed plans on participating in the book 
signing at homecoming this year.

70’s
DAN NELSON (’73) has recently had a 
book published: Baptist Revival: Reaffirming 
Baptist Principles in Today’s Changing Church 
Scene by Faithful Life Publishers. The book 
deals with prominent Baptist beliefs and 
was endorsed by fellow Carey alumnus Dr. 
Franklin Kirksey, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Spanish Fort, Alabama. Nelson 
has served as pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Camarillo, California for the past 32 
years. Dan plans to participate in the book 
signing at homecoming this year. 

JIM WALLER (’73) has retired after 47 years 
as a full-time pastor. He has founded a new 
ministry called “Senior Life Ministries” 
and is available for pulpit supply, interim 
pastorates, senior adult conferences, and 
revivals. He resides in Griffin, Georgia.

REV. LONNIE WADSWORTH (’75) 
received the Veteran of the Year Award 
from the Springville, Alabama Chamber of 
Commerce. Lonnie has been instrumental 
in establishing the Purple Heart Trail as 
part of the Alabama interstate system and 
had St.Clair County, Alabama, named as 
a “Purple Heart County.” Lonnie serves as 
chaplain for several organizations and is also 
the State Junior Vice Commander/Chaplain 
and the Chapter Commander for Chapter 
# 2213, Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
Lonnie celebrated his 70th birthday on 
November 19 and continues to be a supply 
minister for churches in the north Alabama 
area.

NotesClass
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80’s
TERRY R TINSLEY (’88) has been promoted 
to assistant vice president of programs at 
Youth For Tomorrow in Bristow, Virginia, 
where he has served for almost twenty 
years. This organization delivers a broad 
spectrum of mental health services for 
children and adults in the north Virginia 
area.

90’s
JEREMY ADCOCK (‘97) accepted the 
position of organist/choirmaster at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Mobile, Alabama, 
in October 2016. Prior to moving to 
Mobile, he spent eight years in Starkville at 
Mississippi State University. He is also an 
administrative assistant for the First Year 
Advising Center at the University of South 
Alabama. 

00’s
AMANDA KIRBY (’07, ’09) is the media 
coordinator for Forrest General Hospital.

10’s
KELSEY WELLS LAMBERT (‘13) and 
Matthew Lambert were united in marriage 
on Saturday, October 22, 2016, at their 
home church, Divide Memorial Methodist 
Protestant. Kelsey currently uses her 
Bachelor of Science degree as the managing 
editor of the Lawrence County Press in 
Monticello. Matthew is a registered nurse 
in Brookhaven, and they make their home 
in the Divide community. Alisha Austin 
Downing (‘13) and Carol Anne Johnson 
(‘15) served as bridesmaids. 

DEVIN HADLEY (’13 & ’15) Moore and 
Dr. Joel Ashley Moore II (’11 & ’15) were 
married on October 8, 2016. Devin and 
Joel met at Carey, and Joel is a graduate of 
the College of Osteopathic Medicine. They 
currently live in Tupelo, where Devin is a 
mental health therapist for at risk youth and 
Joel is a second-year resident at the North 
Mississippi Medical Center.

CLINT JACKSON (’14) has accepted the 
call as student minister at Highland Baptist 
Church in Meridian. Clint is married to 
Susanna, and they have a daughter, Leia, 
who is one. Clint is pursuing the Master 
of Divinity degree from the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Passings
MURRAY STONE MCNEELEY 
(’35)
Died July 14, 2016

GERALDINE PARISH (’49)
Died November 6, 2016

JAMES EDWARD KING (’54)
Died February 6, 2017

KATHRYN JEANETTE ODUM 
CLAWSON (’77)
Died February 10, 2017

FRANK LEWIS LOTT (’95)
Died November 4, 2016

ALUMNI &  
	 Faculty
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give
Single and 
Recurring Gifts

Gifts of any amount are crucial to 
the growth and development at William 
Carey University. Single gifts may be 
designated to any restricted scholarship, 
building campaign, athletic program or 
academic fund and will only be used for 
that designation. Additionally, you may 
contribute unrestricted gifts that will be 
applied to the most vital needs of the 
university at that time. Many alumni make 
single or recurring gifts through the Carey 
Annual Fund campaign, but gifts may be 
made anytime for any purpose.

Planned Gifts
Planned giving to William Carey 

University allows a graduate to become 
part of the university’s Covenant Society. 
Many planned giving options are 
available, including wills, estate planning, 
life insurance, charitable gift annuities, 
charitable remainder trusts, and real estate. 
Planned giving can make the largest gifts of 
a lifetime possible.

Scholarship 
Establishment

Establishing or giving to an existing 
endowed scholarship is a great way 
to honor a loved one and help make 
a William Carey University education 
accessible to every student, regardless of 
ability to pay. 

Endowed scholarships are awarded 
each year based on the interest earned 
from a principal gift. Endowed scholarships 
with a principal of $10,000 or more 
produce scholarships. Additional funds 
may be added to endowed scholarships at 
any time in order to supplement an award 
or increase the corpus of the fund.

Restricted scholarships are awarded 
each year based on the actual amount 
of giving to that particular fund. There is 
no minimum gift needed to establish a 
restricted scholarship. 

Major Giving
Major gifts are critical to the growth 

and development of William Carey 
University's various programs, and each 
gift represents unique naming/recognition 
opportunities for our generous benefactors. 
Significant naming opportunities are 
currently available for Carey’s new building 
campaigns, faculty and chair positions, and 
academic units, among others. 

Donor 
Recognition
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Unrestricted gifts of any type to William 
Carey University of $1000 or greater 
will entitle the donor to belong to the 
President’s Circle for that fiscal year. The 
President’s Circle represents an important 
pillar in the health and success of William 
Carey University.

WALL OF HONOR
Donors who have contributed lifetime 

gifts of $100,000 or more will be included 
on the Wall of Honor in Tatum Court.

To speak with a staff member  
about giving to William Carey University, 
contact the Office for Advancement at 
601.318.6542  
or advancement@wmcarey.edu.

To give online, visit  
www.wmcarey.edu/givingtocarey. 

G iving back to one’s 

alma mater is a time-

honored tradition that shows 

loyalty and dedication to 

educational excellence.  

At William Carey University, 

every dollar is used with  

care to reduce the student 

financial burden, promote 

educational success, and 

increase instructional quality.

With continued support from 

our alumni and community 

members, Carey will continue 

to provide high-quality 

education in a Christ-centered 

environment.

Ways  
 to
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President’s 
Report

January - December 2016

EQUIPPING 
          FOR EVERY  
GOOD WORK 

	 2 Timothy 3:17

S P R I N G  2 0 1 7    |    3 5

PRESIDENT’S REPORT



H
o

n
o

r
 

ro
ll

The William Carey 

University Honor Roll 

of Donors includes 

cumulative giving over the 

lifetime of an individual 

donor, corporation, or 

family. We appreciate the 

generous support of  

these donors.

Over $1,000,000
Asbury Foundation of Hattiesburg
Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund
Columbus Communities, LLC
Joseph and Nancy Fail
Mississippi Baptist Convention
Joe Frank and Kathy Sanderson
Dumas L.* and Lorena* Smith
Milton* and Donna* Wheeler

Over $500,000
Biloxi Regional Medical Center 
Robert* and Margaret Lou* Gillespie 
Sarah Gillespie* Estate
Hallye Gene Hill*
Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation
Joe* and Virginia Tatum

Over $100,000
Anonymous
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Aramco Services Company
BancorpSouth
Caroline R. Bass*
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Bell*
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi
Rex* and Mary Alice* Braswell
Louise Busby Bruce
Jack F.* and Molly* Burke
Family of Annie Ward Byrd
Central Trust and Investment Co.
Bobby* and Betty Chain
John Clearman
Owen* and Elizabeth* Cooper
Randolph Delk*
Robert and Linda Donnell
The Ellsworth Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
W.R. Fairchild Construction Company
Marie Fairchild*
First Baptist Church Foundation, Hattiesburg
First Baptist Church Foundation, Laurel
First Mississippi Corporation
Forrest General Hospital
E.W.* and Grace* Green
John* and Gloria Green
Zach T. Hederman*
Mary E. Hedrick* Estate
Paul Arledge* and Juanita Clark* Howell
Reginald D. Johnson* Estate
Larry* and Sarah Kennedy
Tommy and Sandra King
McCarty Farms
Lynn and Marty McMahan
Mississippi Baptist Foundation
Mississippi Foundation of Independent Colleges
Mississippi Power
MMI Hotel Group
John and Ann Morris

Lewis and Margie Myrick
Joe and Beverly* Norman
John and Charlotte Pearce
Family of Jennevieve Lucy George Pittman
J.W.* and Ruby* Pope
Michael and Kathy Randolph
Randy and Brenda Ross
Leo W. Seal*
Ralph Simmons* Estate
South Mississippi Home Health Foundation
John Sneed
W.S.F. Tatum* and heirs
John D.* and Ollie* Thomas
R.B.* and Clotyle* Thomas
Richard S. Thomson*
W.A. Warren Construction Company
Benjamin and Julia* Waddle 
Welkin Enterprises

Over $50,000
Anonymous
Hubert D. and Elizabeth Batson
Davis Byrd
Chevron USA Products Co.
The Chisholm Foundation
Christian Health Ministries
Lorena Cobb*
Coca Cola Bottling Company
Commercial Stationery Company
Sebe and Camille Dale 
Larry H. and Pam B. Day
Joseph diBenedetto*
Gary and Linda Gordon
Greater Pinebelt Community Foundation
Barbara Hamilton
Julia Hewitt*
Liz Corso Joachim
Homer Jordan*
Landry and Lewis Architects
Leo Seal Family Foundation
Li-Cor, Inc.
Alta Maye Martin* Estate
Mary Ann McCarty
The McWethy Foundation
Ladell Covington Miller*
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Gerald Wayne Mixon
Bill and Mary Payne
Reactive Surfaces
Errol* and Mary Simmons
Jack M. and Carol Simmons
Gaston* and Grace* Smith 
Southeast Trauma Care Region
Temple Baptist Church of Hattiesburg
James Thompson* Estate
Carl Touchstone
Wesley Medical Center
Donald Eugene Winters
Howard and Linda York

*deceased

Gifts Over $100,000 continued

of d
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rs
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SOCIETY gifts 
In-kind
Louise Bruce

John Clearman

Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Read Diket

Forrest General

Charles Goldberg

Ryan Lewis

Jimmy McCay

Lucy McGinnis

Mississippi Arts Commission

John Sneed

Virginia Tatum

Kathy Vail

Dick Vogel

Sandy and Greer Whitacre

Samuel Whichard

Carey and Ann Williams

2016

Anonymous

Bob and Sally Bade

Ted and Janie Bower

Charles J. Brown

Mary Lois Burkett

Dave Bush

Allison Chestnut

John Clearman

David and Darlene Duck Cook

Robert and Linda Donnell

Daniel and Lori Edney

Audrey Fontnote

Mary Hedrick*

Leland and Dona Ruth Hogan

Bernice Johnson

Larry* and Sarah Kennedy

Tommy and Sandra King

Cloyd and Doris McClung

John and Shelia McInnis

Joel McKenzie*

Lois McKenzie*

Mary Morton

Lewis and Margie Myrick

J. Lindsey and Jacqueline Ellen 
Cliburn Nimmons

Elsie Emma Parker

Bill and Mary Payne

Barnes and Sandra Sharitt

Errol* and Mary Simmons

Julia Simmons

Don and Mona Stewart

James Thompson*

Milton* and Donna* Wheeler

Samuel Whichard*

Dee Zell

*deceased

Covenant
The Covenant Society recognizes those who support the 
university through planned gifts and bequests.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
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2016 Contributors
$1,000,000  
or more
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board

$100,000  
or more
Asbury Foundation of Hattiesburg

Mary E. Hedrick Estate

Ralph Simmons Estate

MMI Hotel Group

$50,000 or more
Biloxi Regional Medical Center

Institutions of Higher Learning

Mississippi Baptist Foundation

Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation

John Sneed

$20,000 or more
Anonymous

Anonymous 

Anonymous

John Clearman ‘72

Ellsworth Foundation

Exxonmobil Foundation

Greater Pinebelt Community 
Foundation

Liz Joachim

Victoria Johnson

Tommy ‘64 and Sandra ‘65 King

Leo W. Seal Family Foundation

Randy and Brenda Ross

United Way Jackson & George 
Counties

$10,000 or more
Ted ‘79 and Janie ‘77 Bower

Joe and Dorothy Brown Foundation

Louise Busby Bruce ‘52

Joseph and Sue Ellen Canizaro

Coast Electric Power Association

Coca Cola Bottling Company United, 
Inc.

Sarah Commander

Ed and Read Diket

Gary ‘77 and Linda ‘79 Gordon

HMP Nursing Services, Inc.

Virginia Keasler

Lucy Anne McGinnis

Province and Grace, Inc.

Reactive Surfaces

$5,000 or more
Amory Outreach Foundation

Anonymous  

Atmos Energy Corporation

Benjamin and Denice Burnett

Dave Bush ‘78

Paul and Lou Ann Cotten

Fail Properties

Forrest General Hospital

John and Laurie Harvey

Warren and Carolyn Hood

Betty Kelly

Michael Knippers ‘62

Ronald Kober

Jerry ‘66 and Vicki Mixon

Joe Norman

Don ‘78 and Sarah ‘79 Odom

Michael and Kathy Randolph

William and Andrea Reed

Jack and Carol ‘07 Simmons

Virginia Tatum

Jon Thornton

James and Sherry Turner

Benjamin Waddle

$2,500 or more
Bancorpsouth of Tupelo	

Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, 
Inc.	

Larry and Elizabeth Davis	

Barbara Hamilton ‘58	

Hanco Corporation of Hattiesburg

Hancock Bank of New Orleans	

Valerie Lightsey	

Jimmy and Anne McCay	

Mississippi Osteopathic Medical 
Association	

Lewis and Margie ‘60 Myrick	

Eugene and Carolyn Owens	

Richard ‘94 and Julie Shrubb	

Don ‘57 and Mona ‘56 Stewart	

Shelby F. Thames	

Rich ‘73 and Jeanne Vinci	

Cary and Ann Williams	

$1,000 or more
38th Avenue Baptist Church

Lewis Allred ‘57

Anonymous

Appalachian University Systems, Inc.

Dorrance and Carolyn Aultman

Bacot/McCarty Foundation

Steven ‘89 and Kym ‘88 Bankston

Williams and Mary ‘61 Bellinger

Jerry ‘87 and Cheryl ‘02 Bracey

Bonita Bridges ‘57

Lowell ‘71 and Redonda ‘70 Broom

Leo Brown ‘63

Tammie Brown

Duane Burgess

Walter Butler

Bobby Byrd ‘93

Canebrake Country Club

Ted ‘76 and Charlene ‘78 Cannon

Hugh and Diane Cherry

Chip Power Engineering, Inc. 

Therese Ciolek ‘72

Tom Clark

Kathryn Clawson* ‘77

Rickey ‘71 and Iris Corker

Bernie Cousins ‘03

J. L. Covington ‘61

Hugh and Jeanette Dickens

Robert and Linda Donnell

Finlo Construction Co., Inc.

First Baptist Church of Biloxi

First Baptist Church of Laurel

Gary ‘76 and Joanne Ford

Rose Mary Forehand ‘66

Glenn and Gayle Galey

George and Jayne Gillespie

Charles Goldberg

Tommy Goodson ‘73

Gary Gordon

Charles Greer

John Guice

Steven Gustafson

Lester and Janice Haddox

William and Maribeth Haire

Saradel Hamlet ‘67

Jeff and Diane Hammond

Price ‘63 and Ann Harris

Randall and Janeil Harris

Ed ‘60 and Rose Harvey

Robert ‘63 and Nancy ‘61 Hensarling

Barbara Hitchcock

Robert and Katherine Holliman

Benny and June Hornsby

Paul ‘79 and Cathy ‘79 Hughes

Stacy ‘74 and Kim Hughes

Scott ‘87 and Starr Hummel

Jackson Newell Foundation

Chester Jenkins

Sarah Kennedy

Garland ‘93 and Alissa ‘89 King

Steve ‘82 and Regina Knight

Kyneteks, LLC

Landry and Lewis Architects

Leaf River Baptist Church

Leo Leake

Eric and Nancy Lindstrom

Willis H. Lott

M2 Media Corp.

Mac’s Construction Company, Inc.

Magnolia State Bank

Mark Hugh and Patty Malone

Richard and Monica ‘08 Marlowe

John Mayfield

James and Martha ‘58 Merifield

Marvin and Bitsy Miller

David ‘58 and Doris ‘58 Millican

Mississippi Professional Educators, 
Inc.

Eddie ‘74 and Charlene Mitchell

Jeffrey Mixon ‘09

Moore’s Bicycle Shop, Inc.

Barry and Ann Morris

Slater ‘79 and Marsha Murphy

Michael and Suzette Necaise

Jim and Patricia Nicholson

Dee Norwood ‘01

Owens Business Machines, Inc. 

Elsie Parker ‘49

Bill ‘57 and Mary ‘57 Payne

Petal Harvey Baptist Church

Pfizer Matching Gifts Program

Charles W. and Margaret Ann 
Pickering

*deceased
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This list includes gifts recorded from January 1 through December 31, 2016
Note: All efforts were made to ensure accuracy of reporting. Please call the Office for Advancement at 601-318-6542 for corrections or additional information.

Willie and Carol Pierce

Robert ‘84 and Dena Porche

Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.

Obra Quave

Elton and Joyce ‘53 Raby

Bill and Chalie Ray

Regions Bank of Birmingham

Thomas Richardson and Pam Mottley

Janet Ricks

Robin and Connie Roberts

Wayne ‘73 and Melinda Ross

Schamber-Jones, CPA

Bill and Cynthia Scott

Carl Shepherd ‘58

Nell Slipher ‘61

Jim ‘71 and Wanda Smith

Jackie ‘60 and Ellen Speights

Douglas ‘71 and Patricia Sproat

John ‘63 and Sally ‘78 Stephenson

Norman and Joy Stevens

Stone County Economic 
Development Partnership

Terrace Hill Dental Center

Arnold P. Gold Foundation

C. L. Dews & Sons Foundry & 
Machinery Co., Inc.

First of Hattiesburg

Tom and Gloria Thurman

Topp Mcwhorter Harvey, PLLC

Dwight Trippe ‘71

Brett ‘87 and Alesia Valentine

Dick and Debra Vogel

Jim and Nancy Weir

Westside Baptist Church of 
Gainesville

Doyle ‘58 and Dave Ann ‘58 Wheat

Rick Wilemon ‘15

Janet Williams

Gene ‘65 and Catherine Winters

Juruthin Woullard ‘78

Yugoslav Golf Tournament

$500 or more
George and Sonja Adams

AMS Europa Travel

Terry and Annette ‘76 Andrus

Anonymous

Anonymous

Doug and Phyllis Armstrong

Allen ‘08 and Melissa ‘07 Bonner

BPW Columbia

Garry  ‘74 and Mary Beth ‘73 Breland

Charles A. ‘69 and Judith Brown

Melanie and Carroll Brown

Kenneth Brown ‘80

Tommie Ruth and R. Kenneth Bullock

Stan and Sheree Burton

Odean and Glinda Busby

George and Nancy ‘66 Bush

Jeremy and Teresa Camp-Rogers

Shannon Clark ‘97

Reggie Collier

Johnny and Cassandra Conner

Tarvey Counts

Bennie and Rosanne Crockett

Arthur Cunningham

Lakeisha Cunningham

Michael and Cheryl Dale

Debbie and Stan Hill Charitable Fund

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit

Brandon Dillon ‘03

Dixie Baptist Church of Hattiesburg

First Baptist Church of Columbia

First Baptist Church of Ocean Springs

First Baptist Church of Polk City

First Baptist Church of Richton 

First Baptist Church of Taylorsville 

First Financial Bank of El Dorado

Brett ‘97 and Karen ‘05 Golson

Danny and Charlotte Green

Grant ‘96 and Marsha ‘96 Guthrie

Bradford Harrison ‘01

Jason Harvey ‘02

Hattiesburg Country Club Tennis 
Association

Ronald ‘69 and Deborah ‘69 Hazlett

Kent Hegenauer

George and Janice ‘67 Hendricks

Arlis and Georgia ‘57 Hinson

Glenn and Bonnie Holder

John Dell Hucabee ‘62

Bernice Johnson ‘81

Brett and Lisa Jones

Jack ‘88 and Ruby Jones

Howard Keever

Robert and Gayle Knight

Stephen ‘68 and Kathleen Kogos

Tony ‘05 and Gikita Lee

Louis Leonard

Douglas and Margo Lipka

Quitman ‘09 and Jeannie ‘97 Lockley

Michael and Lisa Madaris

Francisco and Cheryl Maqueda

Marion County Baptist Association

Michelle Mayers

MBI Security

McCrary-West Construction Co. Inc.

Wes ‘72 and Essie McElveen

Robert and Kimberle McKee

Merit Health Biloxi

Mississippi Arts Commission

James Mitchell

Emily Mooney ‘70

Elaine Moser ‘59

Hilton and Nell Murray

Shelley Myers

Todd Nace

Jim Pierce

Gregory Pilgrim

Pine Belt Sales & Marketing

Galen and Carol Poole

Mark ‘95 and Judy Prine

John and Paula Prine

Raising Cane’s

Ricky’s Body Shop & Wrecker Service

James and Marcia Thigpen Roseberry

Mickey Ryan

James and Doris ‘64 Schneider

Scott County Baptist Association

William ‘75 and Elizabeth Seal

Mary Simmons ‘61

Keith and Barbara Starrett

Jerry and Patti ‘72 Sullivan

Baron and Beverly ‘70 Thames

Brenda Thomas

Tim and Barbara Tillery

Philip Turnquist

Walthall County Baptist Association

Jon Mark and Peggy Weathers

Robert and Liesa Weaver

Tom and Darlene Wheeler

Buddy Wiggins ‘70

William Carey University Cultural 
Society Alumni Chapter

Up to $500
Kimberly Adam-Boushie

Alvin and Tammy Adams

Tommy Adkins ‘74

Jennifer Alexander ‘96

Roger and Martha Alford

Allbritton Chain Saw & Lawn 
Equipment, Inc.

Al and Ann Allen

Ashley Allen

Dick and Jane Allison

Bob and Peggy ‘64 Allred

MaryAnn Alvarez

Charles E. and Leatrice Ambrose

American Academy of Osteopathy

American College of Physicians

Allen and Paula Anderson

Bailey Anderson

Charles Anderson

Kenneth and Carolyn ’94 Anderson

Paul Anderson

Anderson Retail, Inc.

Angela’s Tax Service & Print Shop

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous
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2016 Contributors continued...
Up to  $500 continued

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

A-Plus Tax & Accounting

Area Development Partnership

Jim and Dorothy Armstrong

Daniel and Anita ‘96 Arnold

Michael and Katie ‘11 Arnold

Art of Living, LLC

Robert Aucoin

James and Kimberly Aust

B & B Distributing Company

Bob ‘73 and Sally Bade

Bob and Phyllis Bailey

J. Mark Bailey

Ray and Melva ’70 Bailey

Harvey and Pam ‘74 Baker

Gracie Balli

Charles and Sara ‘59 Barber

Ellen Barber ‘55

Nathan ’67 and Pat ’67 Barber

Cheryl Barnes-Miller

Tim and Susan ‘74 Bartholomew

Hugh ‘61 and Patsy ‘62 Bateman

Robert ‘00 and Janie ‘90 Baylis

Katherine and Leslie Bear

John Bearry ‘74

Rodney and Theresa Beasley

Tommy Beeman ‘66

Derek Belk

Carol Ann Bell ‘66

Ross Bell

Samantha Belsome ‘05

Chuck and Gina Benigno

Tobi Berry ‘00

Ted ‘67 and Nancy Beverly

Haley Biglane

Bob Black ‘82

Darlene Black

Gary Blackwell

Kenneth and Alison Blackwood

Larry and Martha ‘73 Blair

H. E. Blakeslee

Bonnie Blanton

David Bomboy

Alyssa Bond ‘14

John Bonelli

Betty Boney

Joe and Fay ‘62 Boothe

John ‘64 and Carolyn ‘66 Borom

Amber Boudreaux

Charles and Netta Boudreaux

Becky Bourdene

Laine Bourdene ‘12

Wesley Bowers

Jeff and Christa Bowman

Eldredge ‘59 and Jo ‘60 Boyd

Jim and Sharon Boyd

Dale and Cynthia Boyette

Bri Bradley

Todd and Mary Bradley

Lynne Brady ‘72

Patrick Brady ‘05

Will and Wendy ‘95 Brady

Barbara Branch

Kenneth and Delores ‘65 Brannan

Shana Brassfield

Alvin and Nancy ‘74 Braud

Nelda Breeland

Harry ‘76 and Rachel Breland

Trent and Britanie ‘07 Breland

Wesley and Lillian Breland

Steven Brenner ‘96

Jason and Crystal ‘99 Brewer

Valerie Bridgeforth

Chad ‘93 and Amy Bridges

Linda Bridges ‘98

Bennett ‘64 and Carol Britt

Josh Britt

Johnie and Lorene ‘54 Brittain

Vickie Broadway ‘70

David and Jane Brockway

Bill ‘69 and Theresa ‘72 Brooke

Brookhaven Alpha Lions Club

Billy and Melinda Broome

Edwin and Libby ‘53 Broome

Charlie and Shelia ‘16 Brown

Cyrus and Lisa ’07 Brown

Edward and Glenda Brown

E. J. Brown

Jerry Brown ‘67

Ralph and Frances ‘78 Brown

Elizabeth Brownlee ‘82

Duwane Brumfield ‘73

David and Jessica Bryan

Alan and Virginia ‘78 Bryant

Glen and Betty ‘81 Bryant

Lettie Buckhalter

Willis and Theresa Budnick

Greg ‘78 and Mary ‘79 Bullock

Heather Bunch

Nehemiah and Yolanda ‘94 Bundrage

Fern Buntyn ‘78

Ronald Burge ‘71

Mary Lois Burkett

Olivia Burkett

Lauran Burnham ‘13

Larry ‘70 and Elaine Burns

Renee Burnsed

Cecil and Deborah ‘96 Burt

Andrea Busby ‘06

Richard Butler ‘66

Alana Byrd

H. Davis Byrd

Joseph Byrd ‘75

Linda Byrd ‘72

John ‘06 and Amy Byxbe

Daniel ‘85 and Brenda Caldwell

Dianne Cameron ‘01

Anna Camp ‘73

Joe Campbell

Pat ’74 and Mary Campbell

Jerry ‘73 and Dorothy Canady

Richard ‘00 and Dorothy Cannon

Ben ‘68 and Etta ‘67 Carlisle

Eugene Carothers

Preston and Lisa Carpenter

Juaune Carr

Wordie ‘69 and Donnie ‘69 Carroll

Carolyn Carter ‘66

Carterville Baptist Church of Petal

John ‘75 and Mary ‘76 Castleberry

Leroy and Kim Castille

Efrain Castro

Mike Cato

Cody Cawley

Betty Green Chain

Daniel and Pam ‘13 Chambliss

Rickey Chance

Bruce Chaplin ‘10

Chateau Grand, Inc.

Allison Chestnut

Marc and Helen ‘74 Chetta

Warren and Mary Lynn ‘70 Cheves

Chrystal Springs Lions Club

Harold ’69 and Agnes Clark

Reyn and Lauren Clark

Richard Clark

Floyd and Theresa Clausen

Samantha Clausen

Jacqueline Clavo ‘82

Steven ‘92 and Tammy Clement

George Clerihew ‘72

Edward ‘72 and Garen Coates

Clara Cobb ‘63

John and Jennifer Cochran

Noal and Laura Cochran

Gracelyn Cockrell

Monica Cockrell

Steven Coker ‘02

Molli Cole

Ron ‘74 and Gail Cole

Shelli Coleman-Dodd

Patrick ‘70 and Phyllis Collier

Carolyn Collins ‘74

John Collins

Natalie Colón ‘07

Thomas Combest ‘73

Comcast

Janet Commer ‘77

Community Bank

Tommy Conway

Landon ‘69 and Carolyn Cooke

Darryn ‘14 and Haley ‘15 Cook-
Kelley

Christine Cooley

James Cooley

Kerry Coop

Charles ‘69 and Nora Cooper

Walter and Becki Cooper

Stephen and Crystal Coppinger

Roy ‘72 and Joan Cordle

Carey ‘61 and Joyce ‘62 Counselman

Covington-Jeff Davis Baptist 
Association

Sandy Cox

Wallace ‘08 and Martha ‘10 Cox

Joyce Craft

Tommy and Margaret ‘73 Creel

Billy ‘56 and Annette Crosby

Crosspoint Community Church
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Bryan and Sheri Crow

Bill ‘92 and Susan ‘99 Curry

Charles and Gloria ‘56 Dale

Clyde and Julie ‘65 Daniel

Breck Daniell ‘99

Isaiah Dantzler, Jr. ‘06

Josephine D’Arpa ‘60

Charles ‘74 and Vicki ‘71 Daughdrill

David Johns Soterra, LLC

Donald and Jo Laurin ‘73 Davis

Jeff Davis

Lee Gerald and Judy Davis

Sheila Davis ‘00

Nina Dawson

Robert ‘86 and Carole Dean

Susan Deen ‘96

Carol Defore ‘82

Elena Degler

Shawn and Emily Degler

Michael and Kimberly DeLorenze

Guy and Cindy Demars

Cathy Denning ‘78

Diane Allen & Associates, Inc.

Susan Dickey ‘84

John and June Dickinson

David ‘75 and Brenda Diggs

Gene and Louise ‘58 Dillard

Alice Dominick ‘61

Hugh Donohoe

Allen and Deborah ‘80 Douglas

Cindy Downs

Charles Dubra ‘98

Betty Duhon

Doug and Kathy ‘93 DuVall

Dwight and Kathy Dyess

Wes Dykes

Iris Easterling ‘78

Richard ‘02 and Lydia Easterling

Eastman Chemical Company

Economy Supply Company

Gloria Edmondson ‘52

Daniel ‘83 and Lori ‘83 Edney

Margaret Edney

Educational & Institutional 
Cooperative Services, Inc.

Franklin Edwards

Jerry Edwards

Juanita Eller

Robert and Allison Ellis

John ‘60 and Carolyn Ellzey

Katherine Emmons

Bettie Epting ‘82

Michael Ernst ‘05

Robert and Veronica ‘64 Erwin

Daniel and Amanda Eubanks

Larry Eubanks

Clyde ‘75 and Jan Evans

Everything Beautiful

Renee Extine ‘12

Jane Ezelle

Mary Fairley ‘76

M.L. ‘57 and Betty Jo ‘57 Faler

Gene ‘59 and Ramona ‘60 Fant

Irvin and Barbara Farmer

Otis Farmer ‘66

Barry ‘06 and Maggie ‘07 Farrell

Sharon Fawaz

Michael and Anna Fennell

John Fewell ‘01

First Baptist Church of Glendale

First Baptist Church of Minden

First Baptist Church of Oxford

First Baptist Church of Purvis

First Place Physical Therapy, LLC

E. Harold Fisher

Mackenzie Fisher

Max Fleming

Craig ‘89 and Robin Fletcher

Kenny ‘70 and Lynn Fogg

Raymond and Lana ‘69 Folse

Ethel Fordham

Daniel Forman ‘06

Charlotte Forsythe ‘83

Michael and Tonya Foster

Deandre Foster

Deborah Foster

Sarah Fowler

Rossie and Viola Francis

Will and Becky ‘74 Franklin

Wanda Freeland ‘02

Tom ‘82 and Norma Jean Freeman

Ruth Fritts

Kendall ‘69 and Becky Fry

John and Wilhelmina ‘83 Fulgenzi

Jamie Fuqua

Keone Fuqua

Greg ‘97 and Judy ‘97 Futral

Connor and Ashley Galloway

Belinda Gandy

Steve ‘69 and Sherron ‘67 Garner

Greg and Amy Garraway

Barbara Gates

Ann Georgian ‘80

Woody Gibbs ‘71

Lillie Gilbert

William and Melissa Gilbert

Michael and Kathy Giles

Mikayla Giles

Martha Ginn

Tim and Laurie Glaze

Dexter Glisson

Bear ‘56 and Rachel Godwin

Emily Goff

Lloyd ‘74 and Abby Goff

Frank and Danielle Goodman

Peggy Gossage

Grand Bank for Savings

Christian Graves ‘98

Jeanna Graves ‘94

John and Marcell ’01 Graves

Neil and Kristen ’93 Graves

Great Southern National Bank

Alex Green

Byron and Michelle Green

Cynthia Greene ‘01

Rhonda Griffin ‘81

John and Linda Griffith

Mack and Vickie Grubbs

Lou ‘73 and Stephanie Guirola

Stephanie Guirola

Kimmy Hadnell

Mark and Veronica Hahn

Thomas and Anita ‘79 Hale

Brandi Hall ‘99

Kenneth ‘74 and Sue Hall

Mark Hall

Eric Halverson

Abby Ham

Kimberly Ham ‘97

Dennis Hammons ‘03

Haley Hanberry

Janis Hand

Michael ‘85 and Laura Hannaford

Will and Tammy Hannah

Raymond ‘78 and Gladys Hanser

Andrea Harbison ‘09

Pamela Hardy ‘09

Hardy Street Baptist Church

Alison Harrington

Earnest ‘06 and Rose Harrington

Jim ‘70 and June ‘70 Harrington

Ronnie ‘78 and Georgia ‘78 
Harrington

Glenn Harrison

Franklin Harrison

Misti and Anapias Harrison

Robert Harrison

LaToya Hart ‘02

Robert Hart

Phil ‘77 and Linda Hartig

Jim ‘67 and Angela Hatten

Lewis Hatten

Hattiesburg Clinic

Jim and Martha ‘53 Hayes

Cheyenne Hayes

Kerry Helveston

Charles and Juliana Henderson

Randy and Anita Henderson

Stan ‘77 and Brenda Henson

Jacqueline Hernandez

Archie ‘68 and Barbara Herrin

Earline Herrin

Dewey and Sylvia ‘88 Herring

Billy and Lynda ‘91 Herrington

Shane and Danielle Hickman

Josh and Jordan ‘09 Hickson

Cole Higginbotham

Calvin and June ‘95 Hill

Paul and Jeanette ‘62 Hill

Juliet Hinton ‘99

Mollie Hinton ‘61

Jimmy and Ann Hobgood

William and Sue ‘70 Hodge

Mike ‘73 and Kay Hodson

Estina Holder ‘02

James Holifield ‘74

James and Ellen Holland

Boyce Holleman

Andy Holley

Kathy Hopkins ‘84

Natalie Hopkins

Continued on page 42
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2016 Contributors continued...
Up to  $500 continued

Lanita House

Lynne Houston

Daniel ‘76 and Marsha ‘77 Howard

John and Carolyn Howell

Stan ‘67 and Dorothy ‘66 Howell

Dean and Laura ‘96 Hubbard

Tim ‘81 and Melanie ‘82 Hubbard

Cynthia Hudson ‘99

Jade Hudson ‘02

James and Patricia Hughes

Marvin and Virginia Humble

Jim Humphries ‘63

Helen Hunter

Fred ‘56 and Peggy ‘56 Hurst

Eng Huu

Richard and Deborah ‘77 Hux

Clyde and Beth ‘73 Ingersoll

Richard and Susan Ingram

Ingram & Associates, PLLC

Billie Ingram ‘56

Inman Wealth Management

J & S Heating & A/C, LLC

J.C. Penney

Jerry ‘73 and Charlotte Jackson

Julie Jackson

Karen Jackson

Randy and Kathy Jackson

Christine Jacobs

Joseph and Rebecca ‘02 Jarrell

James ‘76 and Bettye ‘76 Jenkins

William and Robin Jennings

A. and Donna Johnson

Carolyn Johnson ‘56

Henry ‘56 and Dorothy Johnson

Katherine Johnson ‘81

Perry and Kelsey ‘12 Johnson

Robert Johnson

Joe and Mary Johnston

Cheryl Jones

Frank Jones ‘62

Jones & Company

Kevin and Renee Jones

Pam Jones

Joseph and Rebecca Jordan

Mark and Marvajean Joslin

Angela Juzang

Phillip ‘74 and Cynthia ‘78 
Karimpanamannil

Travis Kearney

P. J. Keen

Florance Keenum ‘98

Keesler Federal Credit Union

Allen and Carolyn Kelly

Bob ‘57 and Martha ‘57 Kelly

Ernest and Ursula ‘81 Kelly

Byron Smith and Nancy ‘65 Kent

Joe Ann Ketron

Yasamin Khanian

Randal and Donna Killingsworth

Harold King

Owen King ‘75

Victoria King

Garland ‘84 and Barbara Kirkland

Herman Knapp ‘58

Barry and Amanda ‘03 Knesal

Helen Kraemer ‘74

David ‘71 and Eunice Krey

Glenn and Flo ‘69 Lacina

Anthony ‘72 and Sharon Ladner

Christy Ladner ‘06

Alfred and Bonita ‘65 Laird

Timothy and Donna Laird

Buddy and Susan Lofton ‘91 Landry

Michael and Gwen Langhart

David Langley ‘90

David ‘55 and Jeanette ‘51 Larrimore

Cara Larsen

Margaret Lay ‘69

Julie Le

Ted and Eurcel ‘63 Leachman

Stacy LeBeouf

Kristin LeBlanc

David ‘71 and Sherry ‘71 Lee

Kelcey ‘77 and Jackie ‘72 Lee

John Lee

Gary Lett

Clay ‘94 and Susan Levens

Roland Lightsey

Jeff and Lyn Linton

Richard and Maureen ‘80 Lippincott

Guy and Betty ‘71 Long

Jackie Lott ‘82

Mary Lott

Pamela Lott

Ryan Lott

Cliff and Diane ‘66 Love

Darrell and Denise Lovins

Aubrey Lucas

Ree Lumpkin

Marc Lux

Macedonia Baptist Church

Jason and Whitney ‘94 Macklem

Ronald and Sharon Maddix

Betty Magee ‘79

Robin ‘04 and Zelma Magee

Magee Creek Water Association

Main Street Baptist Church of 
Hattiesburg

Tommy ‘63 and Libby ‘64 Mangum

Noel Mann

Sammy and Julia Mansell

Allen ‘60 and Jeanette Mapp

Tom and Nina ‘87 Marlin

Ted Marsh

Neil and Betty Martin

Richard ‘57 and Barbara ‘61 Martin

Victor and Estelle ‘74 Martin

Perry ‘60 and Evelyn Massey

Bill ‘50 and Sara Mathis

Randy and Deborah ‘87 Mauldin

Gabe May

Gary and Regina May

George and Debbie ‘07 May

Jena Mazique

McBride Real Estate & Associates

Jimbo ‘96 and Olivia McCay

Katie Rose McClendon

Brent and Ellen McDonald

Michael McElroy

John ‘72 and Ann McGraw

Bernice McIntosh ‘56

Nancy McIntosh ‘58

Purves McLaurin

McLeod & Associates, P.A.

Mary McLeod

Horace and Marilyn McMillan

Charlene McNabb

Faye McNeill

Pete ‘58 and Gwen McQueen

Theresa McRee ‘68

Gregory ‘80 and Teri Medenwald

Ray Meece

Kent ‘71 and Ruth ‘80 Megehee

Paul and Renee ‘76 Melancon

Mercedes-Benz of South Mississippi

Charles ‘66 and Arluin ‘76 Mercer

Merit Health Wesley

Mary Merrell-Amerson ‘77

Cathy Merrikin

Elizabeth Merritt

Harold ‘80 and Dee Ann Merritt

Lloyd ‘74 and Judith Merritt

Donald and Annette ‘52 Messer

Tom and Carol Messer

Patricia Meyer ‘91

Michael and Gwen Meyers

MHG Foundation

Thomas and Robin ‘85 Midcalf

Luke Millender

Bill ‘71 and Bonnie Mims

Hayden and Janet Mitchell

Todd and Sheila ‘76 Mitchell

Aubreanna Moffett

Cassidy Monk

Donald ‘73 and Lorraine Moody

Ann Moore

Bobby Moore

Earnest Moore ‘75

Howard ‘58 and Selena ‘76 Moore

Julius ‘72 and Alvanell Moore

Shemika Moore

Julia Morgan

David Morris ‘12

Shelia Morris ‘08

Tim Morris ‘09

Mary Catherine Morrison

Robert and Mary ‘65 Morton

Christopher Moses

Richard and Linda Mueller

Muron and Nancy ‘90 Munn

Brian and LeAnn Murphy

Paul and Dorothea ‘89 Murray

John Mutziger

George ‘65 and Carole Jean ‘66 
Myers

Jimmy and Florence Myers

Woody and Rosie ‘63 Nail

Royce and Nell Nation

Ronald and Marillyn Nations

Kevin ‘88 and Deadra Neary

Jonathan and Amanda Necaise

Jessica Neese
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Thomas New ‘67

Chad Newell

John ‘94 and Leisa ‘97 Newell

Sam Newell

Newk’s of Grenada

Eddie ‘74 and Kaye Newsom

Ralph and Rita  Nichols

Robin and Jane Nichols

Katelyn Nichols

Naomi Nichols

Joseph and Paula ‘06 Nicovich

Henry and Nancy ‘70 Noble

Margaret Norris

Chad and Shannon Northrop

Northrop Grumman Foundation

Oak Grove Family Dentistry

Oak Grove Middle School Choral 
Department

Phillip and Deborah O’Bryan

Freddie ‘81 and Brenda Odom

Nona Odom

Hugh and Dianne Ogle

Tom and Dolores O’Mary

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic

J. M. O’Rourke

Thomas and Mia Overton

Richard and Julie Owen

Danny ‘00 and Kane Owens

Buster and Ina Pace

Dean ‘15 and Kendal ‘15 Pace

Jim ‘75 and Betty ‘79 Padgett

Robert and Rebecca Palmer

Ted and Beth ‘85 Palmer

Basil Parker ‘08

Cheryl Parker ‘72

Michael and Kathy ‘72 Parker

Paul ‘76 and Lois ‘79 Parker

Charles and Lucy Parkman

Tony ‘70 and Janet Pascale

Howard Patrick ‘05

Mike and Kathy ‘73 Patrick

Linda Patterson

Joseph and Margaret Paul

Anne Payne

Becky Payne ‘70

Wilford Payne

Payroll Plus, Inc.

Pearl River Community College 
Development Foundation

Pearl River Valley Electric Power

Catherine Peeler

Mary Penney

Philip Pennington

Richard and Gwen ‘67 Perkins

Perry County Baptist Association

Tim ‘77 and Hattie Phalen

Charles and Nellie Phillips

Reginald and Dorothy ‘66 Phillips

Alexandra Phillips

Adria Piazza

Donald Piazza

Glen and Norma Lee ‘55 Pigott

Helen Pigott ‘80

Pine Belt Baptist Association

Jay ‘59 and Celeste Pinson

Fred and Brenda ‘98 Pittman

John and Jacquelyne Pittman

Lana Pol

Frank and Martha Polk

Joel and Annie Lou ‘62 Polk

Ron and Joey ‘79 Polk

Sparkle Polk

Karla Pope

Randy ‘73 and Dawn Pope

Willie and Mary ‘70 Portis

Henry ‘61 and Elaine Postma

Paul and Brenda ‘76 Pounds

Allene Powe ‘76

Grace Powell

Reese Powell

PriorityOne Bank

Bobby and Kellie Proctor

Professional Security Corporation

Leslie Provost ‘84

Barbara Pruitt ‘70

Christopher and Mashala ‘98 Pulliam

Roque and Sheri Quezada

Michael and Annette ‘70 Quigley

R and J Group, Inc.

John ‘68 and Victoria Rainey

Larry and Dale ‘65 Rainey

Shivalika Rana

Kevin and Susan ‘79 Randolph

Jerry and Bobbye Rankin

Wilford ‘77 and Naomi Ratliff

Thomas and Charmaine Rauch

Kenneth and Camelia Rayburn

Dominique Redding

Berkeley and Letesta ‘90 Redmon

Andrea Reed ‘11

Carolyn Reed ‘99

Demetria Reed ‘76

Curtis ‘73 and Gloria Reese

Tony and Michelle ‘98 Reid

Renaissance Charitable Foundation, 
Inc.

Jeffery and Sharon Renard

Priscilla Renard

Reservoir Lions Club

C. L. and Kathryn Reynolds

Carl ‘11 and Wendy Reynolds

Steve Reynolds ‘75

Wyatt Rhone ‘64

Jay and Callison Richardson

Mark and Beth Richmond

Wayne ‘61 and Norma Riley

Woody and Julie Rimes

Joe and Margaret ‘65 Rives

Jerrilyn Roberts

Roberts Place on Davis, LLC

Jimmy C. ‘57 and Pat Robertson

John ‘71 and Alice Robinson

Lanny and Susan ‘76 Robinson

James Rogers ‘74

Robert and Joyce ‘56 Rogers

Timothy and Glenda Rogers

Richard ‘79 and Diane ‘83 Roney

Lancaster and Kari Rose

W. M. Rosson

Nancy Rounsaville

Douglas Rouse

Christy Rowell

Garrel ‘77 and Clara Rowell

Jennifer Rule

Tommy and Theresa Rule

Shelby Russell

Brick Sager

Tegan Sager

Harley and Bertha Sager

Salem Baptist Church of Collins

Billy ‘58 and Elaine ‘61 Salter

Kippy Samuel ‘03

Sand Hill Baptist Church of Ellisville

N. Harold Sanders

Susan Sanders

Anna Sanford

Stefan Sartori ‘13

Brock and Kimberly Saucier

Michael and Kellie Saulsbury

Brittney Saulters

Michelle Scarborough ‘99

Tom and Linda ‘72 Scarbrough

Don ‘74 and Georgette Schroyer

Becky Scott ‘54

Laura Scoval

Charlie Scutti

Seminole Baptist Church of 
Tallahassee

Daniel and Sherria Seymour

John and Margaret Sharp

Richard and Valerie Sharp

Kevin ‘80 and Pam ‘12 Shearer

Darryl Shelton ‘74

Al ‘68 and Susan Sherbert

Cindy and Terry Shirley

Julyn Shirley

DeDe Shows ‘89

Jason Shows

Larry ‘69 and Jackie ‘66 Shrum

Shuttle Service, Inc.

David and Karen Sicard

Arthur ‘99 and Mae Siggers

Gregg and Corinna Silberg

John and Brenda ‘73 Silkman

Silver Creek Baptist Church

Carmen Simmons

Allen and Karen Sims

Doug and Lynn Singletary

Jeff and Carleen Singletary

Robert and Jennie Skinner

Warren and Alisha Slay

Robert ‘89 and Cathy Sloan

Brent ‘04 and Meagan ‘05 Smith

Candy Smith ‘99

Dennis Ray ‘70 and Sue Smith

Donna Smith

Elvin ‘60 and Irma ‘60 Smith

Glenn ‘73 and Michele ‘74 Smith

Irvine and Jenny Smith

Jeffrey and Judy Smith

John and Linda Smith

V.O. Smith

Continued on page 44
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2016 Contributors continued...
Up to  $500 continued

Doug and Elizabeth Smith-Trigg

John and Patricia Solomon

Everett ‘93 and Rosie Sorrells

Florent Sourice ‘07

Paul ‘62 and Judy ‘63 Sousa

SouthGroup Insurance and Financial 
Services

Jerry Spann ‘91

Alyson Speights

Bobby Speights ‘64

David ‘69 and Connie Spencer

Robert Stampfli

Standard Office Supply Company

Gary and Kelly Stanford

Brad and Donna Staples

John Staples ‘75

Kenneth and Sue Starke

Farrell ‘69 and Carol Stearns

Ava Stegall

Step Martin Evangelistic Ministries, 
Inc.

Larry and Nolena ‘80 Stephens

LaRue and Sandi Stephens

Michael and Nancy ‘79 Sterling

Daniel Stevens

Joe and Lisa Stevens

Forrest ‘72 and Barbara Stevenson

Ruby and Les Steverson

David and Louise ‘95 Stewart

Frances Stewart ‘87

Stephen and Colleen Stewart

Susan Stewart ‘05

Mike and Debbie Stiles

Martin ‘76 and Emma Stires

Ray Stokes ‘73

Tim and Cecilia ‘76 Stover

Jean Strebeck

Warren Strickland

Strickland’s Cash and Save Discount 
Pharmacy, Inc.

Martin and Tara Stringfellow

Italo Subbarao

Jim ‘83 and Lisa ‘84 Sudeiha

Curtis and Rhonda ‘03 Sullivan

Ellen Sullivan ‘92

Garland and Sally Sullivan

Janna Sullivan ‘13

Pat Sullivan ‘01

Wayne Sullivan

Tom ‘95 and Tanelle Sumrall

Mike Szymanski ‘82

Mary Tatum

Robert Tatum

Gabriel Taylor

Harvey Dean and Diane Taylor

J. T. ‘58 and Claire Taylor

Jessie and Ollie ‘81 Taylor

Larry ‘63 and Beth ‘63 Taylor

Melanie Taylor ‘11

Tonya Teasley

Temple Baptist Church of Hattiesburg

Clemeon and Rosalind Terrell

The Dance Studio

The Family Practice and After Hours 
Clinic, PLLC

Bobbie Thomas

Hope Thomas

Tim ‘70 and Mary ‘75 Thomas

Mary Elizabeth Thompson ‘53

Michelle Thompson

David and Judy Thoms

Arneda Thorne ‘76

Morgan Thornhill

Three D Construction 3-D Autoplex

Ginger Tober

Toyota of Hattiesburg

David ‘70 and Faye Trammell

Kearney Travis

Troy Bank & Trust Co.

Anthony and Lisa Truhett

Trustmark National Bank

Shirley Tsu ‘00

Doris Tullos

Chris Turek

Bob Turnage ‘56

Charlie and Tiffany Turner

Richard and Karen Turner

Turner & Gladden, Inc.

Jimmy Tynes

Lydia Ulrich

Donald and Kathy Vail

Judson and Sherry ‘77 Vance

Evelyn VanDevender ‘53

James ‘77 and Brenda VanFossan

Robert Vardaman

Billy ‘77 and Mary Vaughan

Gene and Marjorie ‘94 Verner

Vickers Family Enterprise

David and June Vincent

Benny Waddle

Mike ‘73 and Patti Wagner

Jennifer Waite

William and Brenda Walker

Brent and Susan Walker

Shannon and Tracy ‘96 Walley

Vicky Walley

Michael Walters ‘89

Sawyer Walters

Scott ‘99 and Kathy Walters

Bryan and Teena Ward

Patricia Ward

Reid ‘79 and Beth Ware

Stephanie Warfield

Joan Warren

Jim ‘85 and Ann Wass

G. Waters

Randy ‘98 and Virginia Watkins

Edwin Watson ‘79

David and Terry ‘67 Watts

Harold and Audrey ‘56 Watts

WCU School of Education

Martha Weary ‘87

Ted Webb

Katherine Webster

William and Martha Wedgeworth

Rodney Weems ‘72

Mike ‘69 and Deborah ‘69 Welch

Robert and Ora Welch

Bobby and Janie Wells

Leroy Wescovich ‘62

Dan ‘65 and Rachel ‘65 West

David and Wanda ‘93 West-Grass

Stephanie Whatley

Donald ‘67 and Maria Wheless

John and Josephine Whiddon

Greer and Sandra Whitacre

Clinton and Katherine White

Kirestian White

Mark and La’Keylah ‘04 White

Nancy White ‘63

Solomon and Kathrin ‘13 White

White Paper Publishing Company

Chris Whites ‘91

Lisa Wicker ‘08

Paul ‘62 and Melba Wiggins

James ‘84 and Susie Wiley

Joe and Edwina ‘62 Wilkinson

Tony and Cynthia Wilks

Billy and Leslie Williams

Calvin and Diane ‘99 Williams

Darlene Williams

Darrell and Mary Williams

Ed ‘95 and Kim ‘01 Williams

Joel and Sylvia ‘68 Williams

Norris Williams

Roland and Mary Williams

Tracy Williams

Derrick and Tenia ‘12 Williams-
Beasley

Hunter Willis

Steve and Judith Willis

Willmut Gas & Oil Company

John Willoughby

Wales and Deana Wilson

Beverly Windham ‘79

Ryan and Dixie ‘13 Windham

William ‘75 and Shirley ‘75 Windham

James and Luana Windlan

Michael and Stacey Windlan

Janie Winscott ‘90

Dewey Wise ‘82

John Woodham ‘82

Craig and Brenda Woods

Susan Wooller

Miranda Wright

Tonya and Bradley Wright

Claude Yarborough ‘72

Travis and Catherine Yates

Dennis ’76 and Susan Buckley

Howard and Linda York

John ‘55 and Shirley Young

Verlee Young ‘71

Ronald and Andrea ‘89 Zaloudek

Donald and Dee ‘69 Zell
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HOW A GIFT ANNUITY WORKS
A gift annuity is a simple agreement between 

you and a charity, in this case William Carey 
University, in which you contribute funds in return 
for fixed payments each year for your lifetime.  

WHAT YOU CAN ACCOMPLISH

After establishing a charitable gift annuity, you can 
accomplish two things:

1  �You receive fixed payments for the rest of 
your life.

2  �After your lifetime, the remaining amount 
in the fund supports William Carey 
University in whatever way you choose.

INCREASE YOUR EXPECTATIONS
Your donation is divided by (1) the amount of 

the donation attributable to the gift portion and 
(2) the amount of the donation attributable to your 
annuity payments.

A portion of each payment you receive is 
a nontaxable return of your contribution from 
the start of your payments until you reach your 
life expectancy.  This amount further increases 
your after-tax dollars available for discretionary 
spending.

Further, this will allow you to take advantage 
of a charitable income-tax deduction for the gift 
portion of your contribution, which is usually 
between 30 – 50 percent of total value of the gift 
when you itemize deductions.

In addition to the payments and the tax-deduction 
that you receive, a gift annuity funded with 
appreciated property has the following advantages:

1  �Capital gain allocated to the gift portion 
completely avoids a capital-gains tax.

2  �The portion of the taxable capital 
gain can be spread over your life 
expectancy (in most cases).

WHY CHOOSE A CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITY?

By partnering with Carey with an annuity, you will 
receive:

•• Fixed payments for a lifetime 
for you or a loved one

•• A charitable income-tax deduction
•• Tax-favored payments that 

you cannot outlive
•• Tax benefits including a partial 

avoidance of capital-gains tax 
with appreciated property

•• Significant recognition for your 
contribution to William Carey University

For more information about a charitable gift 
annuity or other forms of planned giving such as 
gifts of property, stock, life insurance, or estate 
gifts, contact the Office for Advancement at 
601.318.6542 or advancement@wmcarey.edu. 
You may visit us anytime at www.wmcarey.edu/
advancement.

Charitable  
Gift Annuity
Strengthen Your  
Future & Ours!
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Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley Street, 
Boston, MA 02116. 

©2016 Liberty Mutual Insurance

AFF 20202  2015/05

At Liberty Mutual,
we are proud to
be partnering with
William Carey 
University

To learn more about Liberty Mutual and our auto and home

insurance, please contact us at 800-524-9400, or visit us

at libertymutual.com/wmcarey

Show  
     your  
Carey Pride 	 	
and Support
Display your Carey 
pride by purchasing 
a William Carey 
University special 
license plate for your vehicle, and at the same 
time, you will be supporting the university. Over 
half of the additional fee for each WCU special tag 
comes directly back to the school from the State 
of Mississippi Department of Revenue. For more 
information about purchasing a WCU license plate, 
visit www.dor.ms.gov/mvl/availabletags.

WCU

Make plans  to attend

March 31-April 1 

2017
Watch for events at  

wmcarey.edu
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The William Carey University Alumni Association is 

pleased to offer alumni and friends who support the 

University a Friends of Carey Discount Card. For more 

information, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations 

at alumni@wmcarey.edu.

Stay Connected
UPDATED CONTACT INFO?  

Phone numbers, email or mailing addresses

PHOTOS TO SHARE?   
You, your friends/family or a new baby

ALUMNI NEWS?  
Birth and marriage announcements, awards, honors

INTERESTED IN RECEIVING  
MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTERS OR CAREY PULPIT?  

Let us know! Send information to: alumni@wmcarey.edu 
 

Off-Campus Participants
•	ABC Rental (Gulfport, Bay St. 

Louis, and Ocean Springs)

•	An-Jac’s BBQ (Gulfport)

•	Anderson’s Rug Market 

•	Ashley’s Sporting Goods

•	Asiago Cheese Café

•	Blooms Garden and Gifts

•	Bourne Brothers Printing 

•	Center Stage Theatre (Biloxi) 

•	Chesterfield’s

•	Commercial Stationery 
Company, Inc 

•	Copy Club II (Gautier)

•	Dave’s Chevron (Saucier) 

•	El Rancho (Biloxi)

•	Enchanted Florist and Gifts (Petal)

•	Envi Boutique

•	Firehouse Subs (Hardy Street Only) 

•	Glory Bound Gyro Co. 
(Hattiesburg)

•	Hampton Inn & Suites 

•	Kitchen Table

•	Lights Jewelers and Gemologists 

•	Lovie’s Boutique 

•	Main Street Books 

•	Marlins 

•	Material Girls

•	Mugshots

•	Neblett’s Frame Outlet 

•	Owen’s Business Machines, Inc. 

•	Parris Jewelers 

•	Santini’s Market & Café 

•	School & Carnival Supplies 
(Gulfport, Hattiesburg, Moss Point) 

•	Signs First 

•	Southland Florists 

•	Stitched Boutique 

•	Stix & Stones Garden Center 

•	Strick’s Bar-B-Q 

•	The Depot Coffee 
House and Bistro 

•	The Grind Coffee & Nosh (Biloxi) 

•	Topher’s Rock n Roll Grill 

•	Tracy Bullock Master Stylists  
& Color Specialist (Gulfport)

•	Southern Kernel Gourmet Popcorn

•	Twelve Oaks Accessory Garden

•	Unfinished Furniture 
Showcase (Gulfport) 

•	University Florist 

•	Waffle House 

•	Westway Electric Supply 

See more at: http://www.
wmcarey.edu/participating-
businesses#sthash.zUaUxv8B.dpuf
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CAREY CONTACTS

Hattiesburg Campus | (601) 318-6051 | (800) 962-5991

Tradition Campus | (228) 702-1775

Admissions | (601) 318-6103 | admissions@wmcarey.edu

Advancement | (601) 318-6542 | advancement@wmcarey.edu

Alumni Relations | (601) 318-6561 | alumni@wmcarey.edu

External Relations | (601) 318-6192 | extrel@wmcarey.edu

Registrar | (601) 318-6195 | regoff@wmcarey.edu

W W W. W M C A R E Y. E D U

C ARE Y 
The William Carey University magazine is published periodically by  
the Office of Alumni Relations and is sent free to alumni and friends. 

Also available online at www.wmcarey.edu/alumni

WCU works in friendly cooperation with the  
Mississippi Baptist Convention and is supported by churches  

that contribute to the Cooperative Program.

On-Campus Participants
•	Athletic Events

•	Barnes and Noble Bookstore 

•	Common Grounds Coffee House

•	 Indigo Productions

•	Theatre Performances

•	Wilkes Dining Hall 

Friends of Carey
Discount Card
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