


-"For whosoever sh.all _call upon the name of 

the Lord shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom 

they have. not believed? And how shall they 

believe in him of whom they have not 

heard? And how shall they hear without a 

preacher? And how shall they p~each, 

• except they be sent? 

As it is written, 'How beautiful are the feet 

of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 

bring glad tidings of good things!'" 

-Roman~ 10: 13-15 
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Sermon by Larry Kennedy 

PHILIP: · A MAN IN THE WILL OF GOD 
Acts 6:l-7; ·8:26-40; 21:8-9 

IntrfJdu~tion: 

Philip has been described as a deacon, soul 
winner, and an evangelist. Clearly the book of 

. Acts portrays Philip as a man committed to the 
Lord Jestis, the-kind of Christian that the church 
wanted in a positio~ of. lea~ership: He was a • 
force for good in the Kingdom of God, a man wh'o 
was in the will of God. As Christians, we need to 
be. in the will of God . . As we look at the life of 
Philip, let us observe what it means in practical 
terms to be in the will of God. 

I. we· Are .in the Will of God When We Are 
"in Christ." 

A. Philip :was a committed Christian. The • 
Apostle Paul would have described 
Philip as a person "in Christ." He was in 
Christ b,e~at1se he c9nfessed his need, 
repented of his sin, and pµt his fafrh in 
Christ.-

B. The will of God always begins with.faith 
in Christ. Ifwe want to be_i~ the center 
of God's will, we must confess our sin, 
~epen~, and trust Christ. _ • • 

II. We Are in•the Will of God When We Are in 
th~Church. • 

A. Philip ,was very involved in the life of 
First Baptist Church Jerusalem. Part of 
his ministry involved caring for widows. 
-It should also be noted thafhe.was under 
the authority of thE: chunch, • He didn't do 
"his.own thing." He soughttc:> reach the 
goals set by-the. ci}urch. 

B. After becoming a Christian, the will of 
(:;od always leads a person to active 
involyem~nt in a local churdi. If you are 
seeking to serve G<:>d through a focal 
chµrch, ym~· are in the -~m of God. . 

III. We Are. in'tne Will bf God When We A;e 
"Full ol the Holy Spirit" (Acts 6:3). 

A. Thii early.church.wanted]eader~ who 
were "filled11 with the Spirit., These were 

-

persons who were being controlled by 
God. Philip was one of those lea:ders. It 
appears· that I'hilip began each day with • 
a simple prayer request: · "Lord, l want 
tb do your_ will today." 

B. As Christians we need to be filled with 
the Spirit. The country preacher put it 
be.st when he said, "When you are filled 
with the Spirit,· you certainly won't pe 
filled with sin. II •• 

IV. ·we Are in the._Will of God When· We Are 
in the Market Place. 

A. Chapter 8 of the book of Acts reveals 
Philip as a .Christian in the market place 
seeking to-lead. others to faith in Christ. 
He saw all men.created in the iµiage of 
God, and he took seriously the Great 
Commission. 

B. The will of God will always.lead us to 
the rnarket plac;:es of this worlci:. Like 
Philip, we willb~ involved _in "lifestyle 
evangelism." • • 

., 

V. We Are in .the Will of God When We Are 
• in the Word. 

A. Gqd _reveals Himself through His Word. 
Philip understood that truth. ~s the 
eunuch.struggled to und~rstand Isai;:ih 
5? (see Acts 8:28-35.), Philip pointed to 
Je$US as the fulfillment'of the ancient 
prophesy. · He could do so with cottvic­
tion because the Word was in his head, 
heart and hand, • 

B. Th~ will of God always ~eads the 
believ:ei; to a seriqtJ.s study of God~ s 
Word. It is throu,gh' th~ Word that G9d 

. speaks to Hi~ p~opl~. His will is 
. revealed in His Word. • 

ConclusiQn: 

. Yoti say that you wan~ to be in the ceriter of 
God's will. If that is so, then yoµ wµl be like . 
Philip-in,Christ, in the chu,rch,, in the market 

. place, -in the Wbrd, and filled with the ?Pirit. 



TREASURES 
2 Corinthians 4:5-10 

Introduction: 

At the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, 
D.C., my wife and I saw the Hope Diamond, one of 
theworld's la.J;'gest and rarest gems. As we beheld 
its beauty securely locked in a glass case, we knew 
that we could neither touch it nor possess it. 
Neither our Visa nor J.C. Penney card had enough 
credit to afford it. We were, however, impressed 
with its uniqueness, value, and beauty. Although it 
is a treasure men would like to possess, I would 
rather keep the greater treasure I already have­
salvation in Jesus. It is His treasure that He allows 
,me to carry in "an eatthen vessel.'' The longer I 
behold this treasure, the more I a~ impressed with 
its uniqueness, value, and beauty. 

I. The Uniqueness of the Treasure Must Be 
Understood. , 

A. There_is o~y one like 'it in the whole 
wotld. "Neither is there salyation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be s;:ived" (Acts 4:12). 

B. You can give salvation away and still have 
it. In fact, the more you share salvation, 
the richer, you are. , 

C. You can never lose salvation, but y_ou can 
always find it wherever you go. When 
Paul found salvation on the road to 
Damascus, he never lost it;-however, he 
found it again and again in places like 
Anti9ch, Philippi, Corinth, Eph_esus, and 
Rome. 

II. The Value of the Treasure Cannot Be 
Estimated. 

A. Salvation enriches everyone it touches 
without any diminution of its worth. 

B. Saiv.ation' s practical value is recognized 
every.where,, while 'its aesthetic value 
remains intact. 

C. Salvation's eternal value is w~ll known 
while jts temporal value must be discov­
ered day by day .. God's salvation will 
~ustain you. • 

Sermon by foe Cothen 

"We ar~ troubled on every side; yet not 
distres_sed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but notforsaken; 
cast down, but not d,estroyed; always 
bearing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
m,ight be made manifest in our body" 
(vss. 8-10). 

III. l'he Beauty of the Treasure Is Beyond 
Comparison. 

A. How long did it take nature to compress 
carbon into the Hope Diamond which 
dazzles the eyes of men? Not as long as 
it took eternity to provide our treasure 
which blesses· the hearts of men. 

B. In 'how many places can a diamond be 
seen? Our trea.sure can be se.en on every 
street corner, in the market place, in the 
mansion and in the humble cottage, 
among kings and among bond slaves, in 
polished pulpits in greatcity churches 
and in brush arbors, ·in banks, offices, 
fields, forests, in any nation and in many 
homes, in lofty prestige and in humble 
circumstance. 

C. The treasure comes from God and goes 
wherever we live. In 1988 our daughter 
and her family left the United States to · 
serve as foreign missionaries to Macao. 
Naturally, her mother and l shed a· few 
tears, hut the crying did not last very 
long. We realized that she was going 
over there to live out God"s salvation. 

D. Is the vessel clean that bears the treasure 
of God? Pure liv~s magnify God's salva­
tion. 

Conclusion: 

An old chorus takes the form of a prayer for us: 

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 
All His wonderful p{lssion and purity 
O,h, tfwu_ Spirit Divzne; 
All my nature refine . 
Till the beauty of Jesus 
Be seen in me. 



Sermon by lf ardy R. Denhq.m· . 

GUESS WHO'S COMING AGAIN 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Introduction: 

Just before the release of the movie version 
of Sinclair. Lewis'- novel, Elmer Gantry,, New York 
City subways displayed placards with the w~rds, 
"El.rrier Gantry_is coming!" · 

The New Testament'placards the truth that 
Jesus Christ is coming again. Opinions about ~e 
second coming differ, but the truth is. definite-­
He's coming again! Paul declared this pr<;nnise in 
the text. 

• I. The Setting of tlie Pro~se. 

A. Paul stated the promise of Christ's return . 
• in a setting of uncertainty. . · 

1. Paul preached the second coming in 
Thessalonica, but a!> time passed, peo­
ple. began-to die, and questions began 
to dev~lop. 

2-. In that settjn~ of uncertainty, Paul 
wrote a certain word to ·remove 
doubts (vs. 13). 

B. , The fact of Christ's return is a certain 
word in uncertain times. 

People today face -the uncertainty of the 
future with questions. Pondering the 
profundities of life pi:'od~ces perplexity. 
But in our ·uncertain times, there is the 
certain word, -that Jesus is coming ~gain! . , 

II. The Surety of tht; Promise. 

• • A The promise .of Christ's re~ was based 
on a· word from the Lord. . . ' 

1 . • in the passage of the text, Paul related 
details, about the second coming not 
found elf;ewhere in the Scriptures. 

2. His source of data was "the-word of 
the Lord" (vs. 15). This was either au 
unrecorded .teaching of Chri~t, or 
some sp~cial revelation given Paul. 

-

B .. This is the most comprehensi~e ;Biblical 
passage about the second coming . . .. ~ . . . 
1. First; the Lord himself will come (vs. 

16a). 

2. Second, the Lord~s·return will be 
accompanied by heavenly nojses (vs. 
16b) - a cry of command, th~ 
archangel's voice and the soUI)d of a • 
trumpet. 

3. Third, when Christ ,comes, deceased 
saints will be raised (anastasis, stand 
again). an<:! living saints will b~ 
caught up (harpazo) t.o be with Christ 
(vss. 16c-17). 

• C. Thus, people c~ be sure ~bout the • 
promise. 

The Bible promised tha~ Christ would 
come the first time:, and He did! . Christ 
has promised to come again, and He 
will! 

III. The Solace of the Promise. 

A. The promise is a co~fort for the 
Christian. 

1. • Paul wrote, "comfort one_ another 
with these words1' (vs. 18). 

2. The second co~g offer~ no comfort 
for the lost, but it is an encourage-

• ment for believers. 

B. The promise gives believers a hope for 
the future . 

No one knows with exactitude what the 
, future holds, but we do _know how his­
t~ry will end. History is moving toward 
the ·11Day of the Lord":...-.:-the day when 
Christ comes in triumph. 

• Conclusion: 

. Placards. were q~signed lo generate a lot of 
interest in a soon-.to-be-released movie. The 
w·o;d o( God calls people to be aware that a great 
day is coming. • 



· THE REPUTATION OF A MINISTER 
Philippians .2: 19-24 

Introduction: 

·some-people-liv,e their lives in the shadows 
cast by the grea~ss of others. Their r~le is 
secondary and supportive rather than one of 
standing in the spotlight 6f attention· ~ith top 
billing on the marquee of history. Timothy was 
such a man. The mention of his name causes a 
person to trunk of Paul. If it-had not been for 
Paul, no one would eved~ave:heard of Timothy. 

But Timothy w?s a minist~r of magnani­
mous reputation. Paul paid 'tribute to:· 

• I. The-Concern ~ich Timothy Expressed. 

A. Timothy had concern for the welfare of 
others. 

Paul wrote that he would be "genuine~y 
anxious for your we~fare" (vs. 20). 

B. Timothy had concern for the interest of 
Christ. • 

1. Pai.ii compared him with others "who 
• look after their awn interests, not 
those of Jesus Christ" (vs, ~l). 

' . 

2. : "Who comes first?" "What has priori­
ty?" These are fundamental questions 
to be answered. Jesus said His king­
dom and righteousness should be first 
(Matthew 6:33). 

II. The Conduct which Timothy Exemplified; 

A.' Timpthy served in th~_Gospel. 
. . . 

He shared Paul's zeal for the.gospel and 
g~ve hims~lf in the service of making it 
known to other people (vs. 22b). 

. ' . ~ 

B. Tunothy proved his worth. 
. ,, ' 

1.. Paul wrote, · "you· know his worth~' 
(vs. '22a). He was reminding the 
Philippians of the value of Timqthy's 
past.services. ' 

2. .Some pe9ple are countep. in the 
~urch, but th~y-do~'t s:ount :rn ways 
that'matter in life and 41 eten;rity. 

••, I • 

III. 

Sennott b11 Hard11 R. Denham 

C. Timothy cooperated with others. 

Paul wrote~ "He has served with me" 
(vs. 22). Timothy was a team member, 
not a solo act. He was glad to cooperate .. 
in ~ervice. even when others were more 
prominent. 

The Confidence Which Timothy Enjoyed. 

A. Paul had confidence in ?'imothy. 

1. When someone was needed for a 
special mission,· Timothy was chosen 
(see l'Thessalonians 3:1-2; 
1 Corinthians 16:10; Philippians 2:19; 
1 Jimo.thy 1:3). . • 

,2. When Paul was jn prison, it was 
Timothy he asked to come 
(2 Timothy 4:9, 21). 

B·. • Paul's confidence must have been an 
encouragement to Tiµio~y. 

1. Paul's letters to Timothy conta~n 
words 9f encouragement and expres­
sions of confidence. 

2. Elizabeth Yates wrote the beautiful 
<;:hristmas novel, On that Night. In 
the story a young' widow, whose hus-· 
band was killed in battle, attended a 
Chris~as Eve service at her- church. 
On the walk home she is j9ined by a 
·stranger who turns out to be Christ. 
.The young widow begins to. talk to 
the "stranger" !l,bout her deceased 
husband. She says of him, "Jerry 
needed someone to believe in him 
the way I°did." The stranger replied, 

. "Everyone who walks this earth 
needs that."' 

Conclusion: 

What Paul-wrote about Tunothy shows the 
greatness e>f hi~ reputati,on. • 



Sennon by Hardy R. Denham_ 

OU~ RICHES IN CHRIST 
1 Peter 1:3-5 

Introduction: 

Bertha Adams died.on April 5, 1974 at age 
71. At death she weighed only 50 pounds. 
During her life she had begged from door to door. 
She died in West Palm Beach of malnutrition. But 
after her death, authorities discovered she left 
behind a fortune of over $1 million, including 
more than $80(),000 in.cash. She lived in poverty 
e;ven:though she was rich. • , _ • 

, Petei: wrote to people who were disenfran­
chised ip the world, but rich in Christ. They had 
the riches of: 

I. An Ui:tdying Hope (vs. 3). 

_A. The character of Chtisti~ hope. 

1. It is a livingl1,ope, thus an energizing 
power 'in the believer. , 

2. Christian hope i~ not a "hope so,, 
hope, but a firm confidence. The 
Greek word means a steadfast hope 
about what will be. 

B. The cause of Christian hope. 

1. !tis because of Christ's resurrection. 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ 
proves that life is not a dea';l,-end 
street end~g at the grave. . _ 

2. It is because of the new birth. People 
arE: born to this hope in the experience 

: of conversion. 

II. An l)nfading Inheritance (vs. 4). 

A.· The pro~ise of the inheritance. 

The believer lives ·in the here and now, 
but ~e nave the promise of the inheri­
t-ance in the hereafter. The ,Greek word 
for inheritanae was used in the . 
Septuagint ·to refer tc;> the promised land. 

B. The permanence of the inheritance. 

1. T~e 1esc!iption of the .inheritance as 
"imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading" means that it cannot be 
.dµnirush~d pt destroyed. 

2. Material wealth on earth is always at 
the peril of predators (Matthew 6:20), 
but the Christian's heavenly inheri­
tance is eternally safe. 

C. The protectioD- of the inher!tance. 

The ihherit~ce is_being.kept (KJV 
"reserved'.'). The Greek word means to· 
be guarded or protected. 

Ill. An _Uneon4itional Security (vs. 5). 

A. The source of Christian security. 

1. The· believer's security is not dej:>en­
dent'on what he doesr or on his 
"holding 09-t to the end." 

_ 2. Instead, the Chri;tian is under the 
guard of God. The Greek present 
participle means continuously kept. 

B, The .strength of Christi~ security. 

It is God's power which keeps-the 
believer secure. · The.God_ who has the 

•• power to save also has the power to · 
keep secure in His own hand (refer John 
10:27-29). • 

Conclusion: 

Like Bertha Aq.ams, a believer may live like 
a paupe.r; in this worlq. HoweYer; in Christ Jesus 
every believer is made spiritually rich. In tabu­
lating your assets, don't forget your undying 
hope, unfading inheritance and unconditional 

; security in Christ. 

-
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Introduction: 

LIFE'S LAST LOOK 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

The last words spoken by people facing 
death are very. revelatory. Consider these--

. Cesare Borgia: "Alas, I qm to die, .although 
entirely unprepared.". Talleyrand: "I am suffering 

, the pangs of the damned." Thomas ~aine: "Stay 
with me, for God's sake! I cannot bear to be left 
alone." D. L. Moody: "This is. glorious! Earth is 
receding, Heaven is opening. God is calling me." 
John Wesley: "The best of all i~ G~d is with us." 

The text is judged' to be some of Paul's last 
words, and they are ·about 1~fe and death. 

I. Paul's R~adiness (Ys. 6). 

A. Paul was aware that the time of his 
departure was near. 

The Gteek word for "departure" was 
used to refer to unyoking an animal, 
releasing a prisoner, striking a tent, and 
casting off a ship's moorings. 

B. Paul wci.s ready in the awareness of the 
time of nis departure. • • 

1. Death is an expe.rience for which 
people should prepare. ~g , . 
Hezekiah was told l;>y Isaiah to put his 
house in order (Isaiah 

1

38:1 ). 
'. ·,' 

2. Woodrow Wilson's physician told_him 
he was dying, The former president 
reportedly replied: "I am ready." • 

II. Paul's Record (vs. 7). 

A. Paul was·'faithful in conflict. 

1. The Gre~k word for "fought'.' literally 
means _struggle (agona). ' 

• 2. The Lord never promised Christians 
an easy :road, Jesus said in this life we 
have tribulation Gohn 16:33). 

-

Sennon b11 ,Hard11 R .. Denham 

B. Paul was faithful in continuance. 

1. f!e _wrote. in the p~aseology of a 
• race: The apostle faithfully ran the 
race of life without quitting. 

2. Paul saw others drop out, such as 
Demas (vs. mi but he never quit . 

C. Paul was faithful in conviction. 

1. He kept "the.faith." "Kept" ;means to 
guard and defend. "Faith" here 
refers to the tru~ revealep. 

2. Christigms ~ust be people o(convic­
• tibn who believe their beliefs: 

III. Paul's Reward (v's. 8). • •. 

i). Paul blew the Lord wo1:1ld ,be faithful to 
the faithful. • 

The crown (stephanos) was a laurel 
wreath given the winner in Greek 
games. Having faithfully served, Paul 
.µ1tidpolted ~e winner~s CfO}'Vll-

B . . The tord..has. promised to reward the 
'faithful. 

1. Christians are not to serve in order to 
gain rew_ards; yet there are rewards 

• hereafter fo_r the faithful. 

2. The greatest reward of all for the 
faithful is to hear Jesus s_ay, "Well 
done! '.' (Matthew·2s:21, 23). -

Conclusion: 

The text is Paul's last look at life. The look 
~'as introspective, retrospective, and prospective. 

·1· .'''----'-------,;___-~~.....;..-......................... ------· , _ • ..._. _____ _ 
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Sermon by Randy Turner 

A NEW-COMMANDMENT 
John 13:34-35 

Introduction: 

"A new commandment I give to you. That 
you love-one another even'as I have loved you. 
That you also love one another" Gohn 13:34-35). 

Three very important truths about love leap 
from this passag-e of Scripture. These are truths 
that will help us authenticate our relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

·, 

_I. Chris,tian Love Is Not Optional for 
Followers of.Jes1,1s Christ. 

-
· A. Jesus said, "A new commandment I give 

to you." This was.npt a suggestion, nor a 
recommendation. It was a command-

• ·ment. For some this is difficult b~cause 
··there is a part of the0human personality 

·. that·rebels against the idea of pure, 
unconditional love. We feel it•is out of 
place in. the world in w\tich we live. It"s 
great to love to a point, but there are 
tim~s wh~rr we prefer to hold grudges, 
nurture _resentments, and make spiteful 
remarks. 

B. Always trying to make certahl. that 
everyone gets what he deserves is alien 
to the pure sacrificial love that should be 
characteristic in the life o{ a Christian . 
. Therefore, Jesus gi~es us a·co~and­
ment to love one ah.other.. • 

II. Christian Love is-the Christian's Primary 
Witness to tl)e World. • • • 

A. It is through love that people know that 
we. are followers of Jesus. Church atten­
dance, crosses around the_ n~ck, ard gifts 
to the Io·caI congregatio;n are no substi­
tutes for Christian love-. 

. ' . • ... 

B. If we cannot iove our fam_ilies, neighbors 
and people of a different color and back­
ground, our Christian faith is a fraud, 
and we are misrepr~~enting Christ. 

C. Brennan Manning 'in his book, Abba's 
Child, tells of an old worn~ that lay 
seriously-ill in ·a hospital. Her closest 
friend read Scripture aloud to her. 
Wanting_ the comfort and support of 
faitp., the sick woman asked hef friend 
to hold her-hand. On the, other ~ide of 
the bed, her husband reached out to 
take her othe~ hand. The wife withdrew 
it,. saying with deep sadness~ "Herbert, 
you are not a believer. Your cruelty·_and 
callousness throughout the 40 years of 
ou,r marriage tells me that your' faith is. 
an illusion." 

III. Chri.stian Love Is Derived From Our 
~lationship With Christ. 

A. We are taught to love .one another as He 
has loved us. We love because He first 
loved us. This is so critical to our • • 

. under.standing.of Chris'tian love. 

B. 'Love does ~ot happen in a vacuum. It is 
passed from one person to another. 
Many Christians try to keep Christ's 
commandip:ent_s without'first nurturing 
their relationship with Him.; . • 

C. Many in _the-church attempt to live the 
life of C::hrist where there is no dis­
cerntble connection to Him:. Without 
that connection, our faith is •simply an 
exercise in noble living. ,It h?s no real 
power to <;Iraw us _out of ourselves .and 
center us in.others. 

C_onclusion: 

J~sus says, "'A. new commandment I give to 
you: You love one another even as I have loved 
you. You also love one another. By this will all 
men kno~ that you are my disciples, if. you iove 
one an_oth!?r," 
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.RESTORING BROKEN BROTHERS 
Galatians 6:1-2 

'Introduction: 

AU around U:s we see brqkeimess. 
Sometimes we experiencl=! it in our own lives. We 
have the need of restoration, and we are responsi­
bl~ for restoring others. The ·Bibl~ provides exam~ 
ples of those broken and in need of restoration. 
The list includes Moses, Peter, David, and John 
Mark. 

' . 
• Moses begcµ1 as a missionary anci became a 

murderer. In his brokennessJ he spent 40 years on 
the back side of the desert. Eventually, God 
restored him . . Peter denied that he ever knew the 
Lord; however, John 21 prov1des· us with clear 
evidence that Peter was restored. God was not 
finished with him. It was Peter .who preached at 
Pentecost, and 3,000 souls were saved. 

David was a man after God's own heart, but . 
he disgraced God. Nathan co!llronted David, and 
the·confrontation lead to restoration. John Mark 

• turped back while accompanying Paul on the first 
missionary journey, Mark's action became a 1?!:!ri­
ous contention between Paul and Barnabus;.-how­
ever, in his last words to Timothy, Paul indicated· 
that John-Mark h~d been restored_ to usefulness. 

. Those ~ho are spiritual must be :about the 
ministry of. restoration. It. is important that we · 
take the correct approach.. The. Biblical approach 
is alwaysl>est. r>aul decl~t{ three tnitb.s 'regard­
ing the.manner_ of restoration. 

I. We Are To Restore Broken Brothers Gently. 

A. "Broth_ei;-~, if someone is caught in a sin; 
you who a~ spiritual sh64ld restore him 
gently. But _watch yourself, or you also 
may be tempte_cl" (vs. 1). 

B. The last ~g a broken brother needs is a 
harsh, .critical person trying to help. We 
often mndeµm and criticize rather than 
restore. 
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C. The Greek "YOrd th~tis trru,,.slated 
"restore" was often used to .describe the 
mertding of·broken };>ones. Christians 
are in the business of putting broken 
1:tves:back together. 

II. We A;e To Restore Broken Brothers 
Humbly. 

A. "Brothers, if someone is ~aught in a sin, 
you who are spiritu~ should restore 
him g~ntl,y. But watch yourself, or you 
also may be tempted" (vs. 1 ). 

.' . 

B . . A time c~uld come when you might 
need this ministry of restoratio~. You 
may feel you are on top of the world. 
But le_t us not forget that pride goes 
before the.fall, and when you think you 
stand, take ·heed lest.you fall . . 

Ill. We Are To Restore Bi:oken Brothers 
Sympathetically. 

A. "Brotl:i.ers, if someone is caught in a sin, 
you who are spiritual should restore 
him gently. But watch yourself, or your 
also m~y be tempted. Carry each other's 
•burdens, and in, this way you will fulfill 
the lciw of Christ" '( vss. ~-2). 

• B. A Christian brother falls into sin, and it 
brings guilt and shame. Satan says to 
this prother, "You are no good. You are 

. not a Christian. You:don't love God. 
:You ~e finished/ ' At this point it is our 
responsibility to say to this brother, 
"God.can restore you and use you_ in 
_His kingdom." • 

Conclusion: . 

As,we ·perform the ministry of restoration, ­
we fulfill the law of.Christ. But \yhat is the law 
of Christ? The law of Christ is that we love God 

, and th~t w~-love 01).e another. That shoul<;l be 
our s~preme moti~e. Hasn't the ~ord·restored 
you repeatedly? Then you must restore others . . . . 

--------____;;.;--,-..,....----,.,,,,---,---::--.-----;:-"--:......,....--------:---:-:-------
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THE GOLDEN RULE 
Matthew 7:12 

Introduction: 

In a city in which I once pastored, a re.al 
estate agent had_ a very visible sign located, adja­
cent to a bu,sy thoro~ghfare. Each day the sign 
would contain a short message.of motivation for 
those who passed by. On one oc;casion, the mes­
sage was "The Golden Rule-he who has the gold 
makes the rul.es." 

That inay be_true, but that is not what Jesus 
meant when He spoke of the golden rule. The 
golden rule is o~e of the mos,t familiar verses in 
the Bible. Jesus instructs us to live by-the golden 
".11.le. How do we do it? 

I. _We Must Remember the Golden Rule. 

A. The golden rule w~s never intended to 
be a substitute for salyation. Yet, many 
p_eople feel that if they do enough good 
things,. t1:i,e Lord will b,e pleased with 
them and allo~ them into heaven. This 
is salvation by works. We must re.mem-

• ber the golden rule was not intended to 
. be a substitute for salvation. 

.B. T1!e golden rul~Js a gui_de for Christian 
• living. The. Bible_ says that o~ one occa­
sion, Jesus was cpnfJ:onted by' a tricky 

• Pharisai~ lawyer who asked, "Teacher, 
which is the great commandmep.t?'.' 
·(Matthew i2:36). Jes~s instructed him to 
love· the Lord with all-his.heart, soul, and 
might. If he tj.id th.i's, he was taking care 
of the first .four commandments. Jesus 
then added that when he loved his 
neighbor as·N.rni~lf, he··~ould. take care 
of the final 'six commandments. Thus, 
when ~e ob.seive the golden rule, we are 
living.in rel~tionship to others as Jesus · 
woul,d have ~s ~ive. 

II. We Must R!!spond to the Golden Rule. 

A. The gold.en rule is similar to the Great·. 
·CommisSion in that we-have memorized 
it by he~rt but have failed to apply it. If 
we live by the golden nile, it ~m • . 

improve our relationships with other 
people. 

1. W; woulinot judge others. 

2. We would not start or repeat• gossip 
about others. • 

3. We ~ould pray for others more fre­
quently. 

B. We need to remem'ber the golden rule 
and resp~md to it. · • 

Ill . • We Will Be Rewarded by the Golden Rul~. 

A. The apostle Paul said in Galatians 6:7, 
"Db not be deceived, .God is not 
mocked;_ for what~ver a man S<?WS, this 
he will als9 reap." If we Hve our lives 
by the golden rule, we will be rewarded 
for it on earth and in heaven. 

~ .. . . 
B. One of the·ways in which we are . 

rewarded for it ori earth is through 
peace of mind, The Bibl~ says that" • 
wheµ th~ apostle, i\ml appeared before 
the Sanhedrin he s~d, "~rethren, I have 
lived my" life· with a perfectly gc;>0d con• 

• science before God up to .this day" (Acts 
23:1). What w9nderful peace it must be 
to be able to state that we are content 
.be.fore the Lord. • 

Conelusion: . 

A prominent and benevolent dtizen of 
Dallas,• Texas., died. His frienq.s sought to express 
their respe~t and syropathy'·by sending more 
than three trµckloads of flo~ers. A judg~ in 
Dallas who knew this man well was standing 
outside the church by an old servant. As the two 
of them watched the wreaths being.loaded for 
transfer to th_e cem~tery, the judge remarked, "He 
surely,does have lots of flowers, doesn't he?" 
The old servant replied, ,"Yes ~ir, bu_t you know, 
he peen pfanting tJ:te seeds for the;m flowers a 
-lo.µg ~time." . 

Christian, you are planting seeq.s as well. 
Live by the golden rule. • • 

-------~---.--:"'"'"'"--- ;__ _____ ,-,--~----------,--
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WHEN CONTENTMENT IS NOT GOOD 
Numbers 32:6 

Introduction: 

Years ago, Frank Howard was athletic 
director at Cle~son University in South. Carolina. 
Some suggested the school add rowing to its ath­
letic department. Howard responded, "We aren't 
gonna have no sport wh~re you sit down and go 
backwards" (Building an Evangelist Church; 
Powell, p. 7). 

Unfortunately to sit down and go back­
wards h~s. become the minds.et of many 
churches. The Lord never intended this. He 
intends for His church to be reaching people, 
ministering to people, comforting people, and 

• helping people. 

·The background of our text is that of Moses 
preparing Israel to enter Canaan. A census had 
been taken to deternune the number of men 
available for war. At this time, the sons of 
Reuben and: Gad came to Moses with a.request 
to remam with their families in their present 
location and not cross· the Jordan. 

The request sounds. reasonable. After all, 
we are taugh~ to .be ·conten~ with what we have, 
aren't we? YesJ we are, but in this ca,se~ content­
ment was not good. Th~re was more l~d t~ be 
conquered and more battles to be fought. As a 
result, Moses asked, "Shall your brothers go to 
war while you yourselves stay here?" 

Contentment is not always good in the 
church. -Let us consider some- rea.sons why con­
tentmep.t is not always healthy for the ch~rch. 

I. Contentment Limits Expansion. 

A It limits our growth spiritually. Ma~y 
people have become content spiritually. 
They are· no longer gro~ing in the ~ord. 
They have become satisfied, and con­
tentment is limiting their spiritual 
growth. 

B. It limits the gro~th of the church. 
Normally, c.ontented Christians make 
up contented churches. If you ai:e con­
tent spiritually, you probably feel the 
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church is all right like it is. If you are 
growing 'spiritually, the Holy Spirit is 
pfol:>ably showing you new areas of 
ministry in which you and your church 
can be involved. 

II. Contentment Limits Encouragement. 

A Suppose the sons of Gad and Reuben· 
had been allowed to remain behind 
while the other ten tribes went into 
battle. Israel would have been short­
handed! It is poss~ble they. would not 
have been as effective· as they ~ere. It is 
even possible they would not have been 
victorious. 

B. The church often.limps al~ng in min­
istry due to the contentment of its mem­
bers. There are people who need to be 
touched, loved, and taught, and we 
have no one to teach them. Members 
are either too busy or ~tram:ed. They 
are unwilling to malse a commitment, 
and people ·go unreached. 

III. Contentmen·t Limits Evangelism. 

A One of the most fascinating st~ries of 
the book .of Joshua is the ·s'tory of Rahab 
the harlot helping the spies of Israel. 
The Bible says tha.t because of her assis­
tance, she and her father's household 
were spared by Joshua and allowed to 
live in the midst of Israel. Rahab came 
to know God. 

B. I realize this is speculation, buJ suppose 
the sons·.of Reul;,en and Gad had not 
gon~ with_ the other tribes of Israel. 
Suppose they had remained behind.­
Suppose Israel had been unable to take 
Jericho due to a lack of manpower. It is 
possible that Rahab and her family 
would have never known God due to 
the conte11tment of these people. 

C. If we become content where we are, 
there may very well be souls who are 

• Io.st due to our contentment. 

..;__------~-:----..::.,_ _ _..:.,. _ _.:., _____ ~~111!!111~---"---~=----.... .;-,.,, •----;.-=--:---------~ 
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Sermon by Bob Rogers 

HOW TO JUST SAY "NO" 
Titus 2:11-12 (NIV) 

Introduction: 

A 1991 National Institute on Drug Abuse 
survey of 15,500 seniors at 136 high schools , 
revealed that 11 % had used cocaine or crack, 15% 
had taken illegal stimulants, 18% had inhaled 
drugs, 36% had tried.marijuana, 63% had 
smoked cigarettes, and 88% had tried alcohol 
(1993 World Almanac and Book of Facts, p. 227) 

Our behavior is out of control, and it is 
. destroying our society. What are we going to do 
about it? Nancy Reagan popularized the saying, 
"Just Say 'No' to drugs." The Southern Baptist 
Convention began the "True Love Waits" cam­
paign to encourage young people to pledge 
themselves to sexual purity before marriage. 

Whether it's alcohol, drugs, or sex before 
marriage, we realize that we should just say 
"no." But how do we get the strength to say 
"no?" Titus 2:11-12 tells how. 

I. L~t God Save You by Grace (vs. 11). 

A. God brings salvation. You and I cannot 
change pn the outside un,til God does 
something first to change us on the • 
inside. God did this by bringing salva­
tion through grace. Verse 11 begins, 
"For the grace of God that brings salva­
tio_n . .. . " God is the one who took the 
first step to save us by sending his Son 
Jesus Christ to earth to die a sacrificial 
death for us on the cross. 

B. Grace is available to all. Verse 11 con­
cludes by saying that this grace "has 
appeared to all men." "Appeared~' 
doesn't mean that salvation is auto­
matic; it means that it is available. 

Nobody is too far fropi. God to be 
reached by His grace. Paul could write 
these words with personal conviction, 
for even though he helped.kill $tephen, 
the first Christian martyr, and called 
himself the "chief of sinners" 
(1 Timothy 1:15); God's grace still saved 
him. 

II. Let Grace Teach You To Say "No" (vs. 12a). 

A. The NIV translates verse 12, "It teaches 
us to say 'No' to ungodliness and 
worldly passions ... " The pronoun "it" 
refers back to "grace" in verse 11. Who 
teaches us to say no? Grace teaches us. 

B. John Newton was saved as a slave 
trader, but he did not immediately get 
out of the slavery business. It was four 
years later before he gave up the slave 
tr~de, and four more years before he 
began to preach. As he grew in Christ, 
the grace that had saved him also began 
to teach him to see life from Christ's 
point of view. Slowly but surely, grace 
taught John Newton to say "no." 

C. No only must you be saved by grace, 
but you must also let this same grace 
teach you to say "no" to ungodly prac­
tices and worldly passions. Only by 
grace will you have the power to do it. 

Ill. Let Grace Teach You To Say "Yes" (vs. 12b). 

A. This is the positive side. The easiest 
way to say "no" to one thing is' to say 
"yes" to so:rr:i.ething else. If your wife 
asks you to mow the grass on your day 
·off, it's easier to say, "Well, I was going 
to change the oil and wash the car" than 
to say, "No, I won't mow the grass." It's 
easier to say "no" to something if you can 
replace it with a "yes" for something else. 

B. The same thing is true in living the 
Ch,ristian life. So the emphasis in the 
last part of verse 12 is on positive things 
to which we can say "yes": "live self­
controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age." 

C. Jesus said, "I am the vine; you are the 
branches" Gohn 15:5) .. The result of 
being planted in Christ by his grace is 
that we produce the fruit of a Christian 
lifestyle (Galatians 5:22-23). God's 
saving grace is the root of our salvation, 
and good deeds are the resulting fruit of 
our salvation. • •• 

---------------~~ ----------------
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HOW TO GRADUATE FROM LIFE 
WITH HONORS 
!,Timothy 4:11-15 

Introduction: • 

All across the continent from May to June, 
graduation exercises tak,e, place. Students 9f all 
ages walk across the platform and receive high 
school diplomas and college degrees. A few of 
these graduates enjoy the special recognition of 
graduating with honors. ' 

Paul instructed his young protege, Timothy; 
how to graduate from-life with.honors. Paul's 
words are pertinent ~o people of all ages and 
stages in life even today. 

Paul declares, "Don't let anyone despise 
your youth" (vs. 12). It literally means, ."Don't 

-let anyone.look down upon you." Paul admon­
ished-Timothy .not to be-intimidated by the 
people who may not agree with his Lord and 
his lifestyle. 

The ·expression, "be an example to the 
believers" constitutes the positive counsel from 
the apostl~_. Paul described how a Christian can 
graduate from life with honors and be an 
example for Christ. 

. I. Be an Example in Speech. 

A. A Christian should be one who con­
stantly seeks to speak "the truth in 
love"· (Ephesians 4:,15). 

B. In Colossians 4:6 the apostle Paul • 
declared, "Let your speech alyvays be 
with grace, seasoned. with salt, that you 
may know how you ought to answer 
each one." How we speak as well' c,ts 
what we say reveals volumes about 
what we believe. 

II. -Be an Example in Conduct. 
. .. , . 

A. A young child's report card often_ has a 
plac;e for grades to.be·tecorde.d by the _ 
t~acher for each ·subje(i Such familiar 
topics as m~th, sdel}ce, history, and • 
English are th~ basics. There is one 
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other area often emphasized on the 
report card-conduct. Many times 
parents examine this area before they 
consider the grades. • 

B. Christians o~ght to be_vithlly interested 
in good grades in the area of conduct. 

III. Be an Example in Love. 

A. Love is an overworked and poorly 
understood word. It is oftentimes used 
to describe less important things that 
we like such as. food, sports, and hob­
bies. Love is· a beautiful word of pre­
eminent importance in the Bible. God 
loves us, and we are to pattern His love 
before other people. 

B. In the Academy Award winning movie 
Forrest Gump, the main character is a 
slow, but lovable fellow. In one scene 
Gump says to his girlfriend, jenny, 1'! 
may not be a smart man, but I know 
what love is.'' You don't have to be a 
Rhodes Scholar to know what love is; 
you just need to know Christ and lo.ve 
as He loves! 

IV. Be An Example In Faith. 

A. Faith fa knowing who Jesus is! Faith is 
also believing the promises of God and 
ac~g on them. That is the way you 
affirm fait:}:i. 

B .. Faith leads to faithfulness, which 
incJudes shaoog' your faith with others. 
When you are an exa.mple·in faith, other 
people a.re encoura~ed to trust God. 

V. Be an Exampie in P:u~ty. 

A. Ephesus was a cent~r ofsexual impurity . 
where. young Timot;hy was faced with 
enormous temptations. 

B. The same is true o.f our society today . 
We live in a sex-crazed·culture which 
seeks to reduce behavior to sexual 

• resp0nses. -Like Paul, we must reject 
such tendencies and maintain the purity 
of our minds, hearts, and bodies . 

. 

-------------:-------:----,--~--.· -. _...;......;__.___ ____ ---,-____ _ 
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Schol~rships and Grants for 
Mississippi ~aptist Ch.urch-Related Vocational Stµdents 

William Carey College 

1995 -1996 

1. William Carey, Baptist Student Scholarships which range from $150 to $300 per year for eligible students 
who are active mernbers bf a Mississippi Baptist church. 

2. Williall! Carey Ministerial and Youth Leadership Grants which range from $300 to $900 per year based 
on a nomination from a church pastor or minister o_f a Southern Baptist church. Students must have 
dell':O:nstrated Christ-centered leadership a~tivities in local churches or community-service organizations. 

3 . . William Carey CRV Scholarships which range -from $300 to $6Q0 per year for church-related vocation 
students who enroll at the College. 

4. William Carey Baptist Association CRY Scholarships which range from $300 to $700 per year based on a 
nomination from the Director of Missions in local Mississippi Baptist associ~tions .. 

' . 
5. William Carey General Studies S.~holarships range from $300 to $600 per year for CRV adult students, 

age 25 or olo.er, whp enroll in a CRV concentration area in the Bachelor . of General Studies degree pro­
gram. 

6. William Carey Chorale/Ensemble Schola_rships which total $450 e<;1.ch year. These awards are based on 
auditions for church music students conducted by the Dean of the Winters School of Music. 

7. • Willia~ Carey CRV Dependent Scholarships are available totaling $600 eac~ yel)r: for sons; daughters, 
and spouses 'of pastors, missionaries, .ministers, and other full-time employees of local Baptist churches, 
Baptist.Associations, or other Mississippi Baptist or Southern Baptist agencies. 

8. . William Carey College Alumni Dependent Scholarships are available totaling $300 each year for sons, 
daughters, bro~ei:s or sisters, and spouses of alumni. 

- . 
9. William Carey Baptist Association Student Scholarships which range fro.rn $300 to $700 each year based 

on a nomination from the Director of Missions in local Mississippi Baptist associations. • These scholar­
. ships are available_to students who are active members of a Mississippi Baptist churc~ . 

Southern Bapti!?t CRV students may apply ~o the Board of Ministerial Education of thE:! Mississippi Baptist 
Convention fot additional financial aid. The· aid supplied by this Board to .qualified CRV students .tomes 
directly to .the students ,in a monthly check. This aid is applied for in a separate process through the office of 
the Director of CRY Programs at William Carey College. • 

_;__ ____ _..;;. ________ _ :_._------,-.----"------,---
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Study Where Costs ·are Lower 
and_,._ 

Scholarships are Higher 

at 

Willia01 Carey College 
Comparative Educational Costs at Selected Colleges and Universities - Fall 1995* 

Room 
& 1-Year* 

Institutions Tuition & Fees Board Totals 

1. Spring Hill College $12,514 $4,788 $17,302 
2. Millsaps College 12,080 4,700 16,780 
3. Samford University 8,648 4,024 12,672 
4. Belhaven College 8,040 3,100 11 ,140 
5. Ouachita University 6,970 3,000 9,970 
6._ University of Mobile 6,240 3,622 9,862 
7. Mississippi College 6,350 2,930 9,_280 
8. Union University 6,350 2,930 9,280 
9. LouisianaCollege 5,739 2,972 8,711 

10. Tougaloo College 5,925 2,500 • 8,425 
11. William Carey College (WCC) 5,340 2,335 7,675 
12. Mississippi Comprehensive Universities $2,508 $2,520 $5,028 
13. Mississipp1 Community Colleges (MCC) 798 l',491 2,289 
14. 2 + CAREY Plan (WCC and MCC) 

*Survey of Institutional Business Offices 

■ WCC costs are lower than at 10 other private church-related colleges in our region. 
• No extra tuition for out-of-state or international students. 
• Low student to faculty ratio -16 to 1. 
• Convenient 10-week trimesters - finish your degree in three years 

~ WCC scholarships, Pell and work service grants are often higher than at state universities. 
• Scholarships.average over $2,000 annually for many students. 
• Pell grants average over $1,600 annually for eligible students. 
• Work service grants average $1,000 annually. 
• New grants of $500 to $2,500 are available for eligible Mississippi residents. 

■ WCC has a new 2+2 Plan with Mississippi Community Colleges 
• Maxi:rruze your transfer credit to graduate sooner. 
• • Personalize your ·degree plan for your academic major. 
• Continue your studies where teaching is the priority. 

4-Year 
Totals 

$69,208 
67,120 
50,688 

• 44,560 
39,880 
39,~8 
37,120 
37,120 
34,844 
33,700 
30,700 

$20,112 

$19,928 

For Admissions, Transfer Credit, and Financial Aid Information, Call (800) 962-5991. 
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'-'For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it i.s the power of God." 

-1 Cor.1:18 

"For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew _not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe." 

-1 Cor.1:21 

"For though I preach-the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid 
upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospe~! 

-1 Cor. 9:16 

"For we preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus' sake." 

-2 Cor. 4:s· 


