














Sermon by Joe Cothen

TREASURES
2 Corinthians 4:5-10

Introduction:

At the Smithsonian Institute in Washington,
D.C., my wife and I saw the Hope Diamond, one of
t!  world’s largest and rarest gems. As we beheld
its beauty securely locked in a glass case, we knew
that we could neither touch it nor possess it,
Neither our Visa nor J. C. Penney card had enough
credit to afford it. We were, however, impressed
v hits uniqueness, value, and beauty. Although it
is a treasure men would like to possess, I would
rather keep the greater treasure I already have—
salvation in Jesus. It is His treasure that He allows
me to carry in “an earthen vessel.” The longer I
behold this treasure, the more I am impressed with
its uniqueness, value, and beauty.

I. The Uniqueness of the Treasure Must Be
Understood.

A. There is only one like it in the whole
world. “Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

B. You can give salvation away and still have
it. In fact, the more you share salvation,
the richer you are.

C. You can never lose salvation, but you can
always find it wherever you go. When
Paul found salvation on the road to
Damascus, he never lost it; however, he
found it again and again in places like
Antioch, Philippi, Corinth, Ephesus, and
Rome. |

The‘Value of the Treasure Cannot Be
Estimated.

A. Salvation enriches everyone it touches
without any diminution of its worth.

B. Salvation’s practical value is recognized
everywhere, while its aesthetic value
remains intact.

C. Salvation’s eternal value is well known
while its temporal value must be discov-
ered day by day. God’s salvation will
sustain you.

”We are troubled on every side; yet not
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; always
bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body”
(vss. 8-10).

III. The Beauty of the Treasure Is Beyond
Comparison.

A. How long did it take nature to compress
carbon into the Hope Diamond which
dazzles the eyes of men? Not as long as
it took eternity to provide our treasure
which blesses the hearts of men.

B. In how many places can a diamond be

seen? Qur treasure can be seen on every
. street corner, in the market place, in the

mansion and in the humble cottage,
among kings and among bond slaves, in
polished pulpits in great city churches
and in brush arbors, in banks, offices,
fields, forests, in any nation and in many
homes, in lofty prestige and in humble
circumstance.

C. The treasure comes from God and goes
wherever we live. In 1988 our daughter
and her family left the United States to
serve as foreign missionaries to Macao.
Naturally, her mother and I shed a few
tears, but the crying did not last very
long. We realized that she was going
over there to live out God’s salvation.

D. Is the vessel clean that bears the treasure
of God? Pure lives magnify God’s salva-
tion.

Conclusion:
An old chorus takes the form of a prayer for us:

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,
All His wonderful passion and purity
Oh, thou Spirit Divine,

All my nature refine

Till the beauty of Jesus

Be seen in me.






















Ser on by Greg Potts

THE GOLDEN RULE
Matthew 7:12

Int duction:

In a city in which I once pastored, a real
est. :agent had a very visible sign located adja-
cent to a busy thoroughfare. Each day the sign
would contain a short message of motivation for
those who passed by. On one occasion, the mes-
sage was “The Golden Rule—he who has the gold
makes the rules.”

That may be true, but that is not what Jesus
me 1t when He spoke of the golden rule. The
golden rule is one of the most familiar verses in
the Bible. Jesus instructs us to live by the golden
-ule. How do we do it?

I. We Must Remember the Golden Rule.

A. The golden rule was never intended to
be a substitute for salvation. Yet, many
people feel that if they do enough good
things, the Lord will be pleased with
them and allow them into heaven. This
is salvation by works. We must remem-
ber the golden rule was not intended to
be a substitute for salvation.

B. The golden rule is a guide for Christian
“living. The Bible says that on one occa-

sion, Jesus was confronted by a tricky
Pharisaic lawyer who asked, “Teacher,
which is the great commandment?”
(Matthew 22:36). Jesus instructed him to
love the Lord with all his heart, soul, and
might. If he did this, he was taking care
of the first four commandments. Jesus
then added that when he loved his
neighbor as himself, he would take care
of the final six commandments. Thus,

when we observe the golden rule, we are

living in relationship to others as Jesus
would have us live.

II. We Must Respond to the Golden Rule.

A. The golden rule is similar to the Great
Commission in that we have memorized
it by heart but have failed to apply it. If
we live by the golden rule, it will
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improve our relationships with other
people.

1. We would not judge others.

2. We would not start or repeat gossip
about others.

3. We would pray for others more fre-
quently.

B. We need to remember the golden rule
and respond to it.

III. We Will Be Rewarded by the Golden Rule.

A. The apostle Paul said in Galations 6:7,
“Do not be deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatever a man sows, this
he will also reap.” If we live our lives
by the golden rule, we will be rewarded
for it on earth and in heaven.

B. One of the ways in which we are
rewarded for it on earth is through
peace of mind. The Bible says that
when the apostle Paul appeared before
the Sanhedrin he said, “Brethren, I have
lived my life with a perfectly good con-
science before God up to this day” (Acts
23:1). What wonderful peace it must be
to be able to state that we are content
before the Lord.

Conclusion:

A prominent and benevolent citizen of
Dallas, Texas, died. His friends sought to express
their respect and sympathy by sending more
than three truckloads of flowers. Ajudge in
Dallas who knew this man well was standing
outside the church by an old servant. As the two
of them watched the wreaths being loaded for
transfer to the cemetery, the judge remarked, “He
surely does have lots of flowers, doesn’t he?”

The old servant replied, “Yes sir, but you know,
he been planting the seeds for them flowers a
long time.”

Christian, you are planting seeds as well.

'Live by the golden rule. ’
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HOW TO JUST SAY “NO”
Titus 2:11-12 (NIV)

Introduction:

A 1991 National Institute on Drug Abuse
survey of 15,500 seniors at 136 high schools
revealed that 11% had used cocaine or crack, 15%
had taken illegal stimulants, 18% had inhaled
drugs, 36% had tried marijuana, 63% had
smoked cigarettes, and 88% had tried alcohol
(1993 World Almanac and Book of Facts, p. 227)

Our behavior is out of control, and it is
de -oying our society. What are we going to do
about it? Nancy Reagan popularized the saying,
“Just Say ‘No’ to drugs.” The Southern Baptist
Convention began the “True Love Waits” cam-
paign to encourage young people to pledge
themselves to sexual purity before marriage.

Whether it's alcohol, drugs, or sex before
marriage, we realize that we should just say
“no.” But how do we get the strength to say
“no?” Titus 2:11-12 tells how.

I. Let God Save You by Grace (vs. 11).

A. God brings salvation. You and I cannot
change on the outside until God does
something first to change us on the
inside. God did this by bringing salva-
tion through grace. Verse 11 begins,
“For the grace of God that brings salva-
tion...” God is the one who took the
first step to save us by sending his Son
Jesus Christ to earth to die a sacrificial
death for us on the cross.

B. Grace is available to all. Verse 11 con-
cludes by saying that this grace “has
appeared to all men.” “Appeared”
doesn’t mean that salvation is auto-
matic; it means that it is available.

Nobody is too far from God to be
reached by His grace. Paul could write
these words with personal conviction,
for even though he helped kill Stephen,
the first Christian martyr, and called
himself the “chief of sinners”

(1 Timothy 1:15), God’s grace still saved
him.
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II. Let Grace Teach You To Say “No” (vs. 12a).

A. The NIV translates verse 12, “It teaches
us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and
worldly passions...” The pronoun “it”
refers back to “grace” in verse 11. Who
teaches us to say no? Grace teaches us.

B. John Newton was saved as a slave
trader, but he did not immediately get
out of the slavery business. It was four
years later before he gave up the slave
trade, and four more years before he
began to preach. As he grew in Christ,
the grace that had saved him also began
to teach him to see life from Christ’s
point of view. Slowly but surely, grace
taught John Newton to say “no.”

C. No only must you be saved by grace,
but you must also let this same grace
teach you to say “no” to ungodly prac-
tices and worldly passions. Only by
grace will you have the power to do it.

III. Let Grace Teach You To Say “Yes” (vs. 12b).

A. This is the positive side. The easiest
way to say “no” to one thing is to say
“yes” to something else. If your wife
asks you to mow the grass on your day
off, it's easier to say, “Well, I was going
to change the oil and wash the car” than
to say, “No, I won't mow the grass.” It's
easier to say “no” to something if you can
replace it with a “yes” for something else.

B. The same thing is true in living the
Christian life. So the emphasis in the
last part of verse 12 is on positive things
to which we can say “yes”: “live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age.”

C. Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the
branches” (John 15:5). The result of
being planted in Christ by his grace is
that we produce the fruit of a Christian
lifestyle (Galatians 5:22-23). God'’s
saving grace is the root of our salvation,
and good deeds are the resulting fruit of
our salvation.
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Scholarships and Grants for -
Mississippi Baptist Church-Related Vocational Students

William Carey College
1995 - 1996

William Carey Baptist Student Scholarships which range from $150 to $300 per year for eligible students
who are active members of a Mississippi Baptist church.

William Carey Ministerial and Youth Leadership Grants which range from $300 to $900 per year based
on a nomination from a church pastor or minister of a Southern Baptist church. Students must have
demonstrated Christ-centered leadership activities in local churches or community-service organizations.

William Carey CRV Scholarships which range from $300 to $600 per year for church-related vocation
students who enroll at the College.

William Carey Baptist Association CRV Scholarships which range from $300 to $700 per year based on a
nomination from the Director of Missions in local Mississippi Baptist associations.

William Carey General Studies Scholarships range from $300 to $600 per year for CRV adult students,
age 25 or older, who enroll in a CRV concentration area in the Bachelor of General Studies degree pro-

gram.

William Carey Chorale/Ensemble Scholarships which total $450 each year. These awards are based on
auditions for church music students conducted by the Dean of the Winters School of Music.

William Carey CRV Dependent Scholarships are available totaling $600 each year for sons, daughters,
and spouses of pastors, missionaries, ministers, and other full-time employees of local Baptist churches,
Baptist Associations, or other Mississippi Baptist or Southern Baptist agencies.

William Carey College Alumni Dependent Scholarships are available totaling $300 each year for sons,
daughters, brothers or sisters, and spouses of alumni.

William Carey Baptist Association Student Scholarships which range from $300 to $700 each year based
on a nomination from the Director of Missions in local Mississippi Baptist associations. These scholar-

ships are available to students who are active members of a Mississippi Baptist church.

Southern Baptist CRV students may apf)ly to the Board of Ministerial Education of the Mississippi Baptist
Convention for additional financial aid. The aid supplied by this Board to qualified CRV students comes
directly to the students in a monthly check. This aid is applied for in a separate process through the office of
the Director of CRV Programs at William Carey College.
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“For the preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of God.”

—1 Cor. 1:18

“For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe.”

—1 Cor. 1:21

“For though I preach the gospel, I have
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid
upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel!

—1 Cor. 9:16

“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake.”

—2 Cor. 4:5
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